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Assalamu alaykum, Peace be upon you. 
dear Friend,

in 2001, Zakat Foundation of America (ZF) was founded as a Muslim 
charitable organization providing assistance to people in need 
regardless of race, creed or color. Today, ZF continues to uphold that 
vision through programs including Relief, development / Sadaqa 
Jariyah, orphan Sponsorship and Education in 46 countries.

Each year we add more countries to the list we serve, increasing the 
number of people we are able to assist. With that growth, ZF has 
become one of the most respected Muslim charities in the uS, with full 
accountability and transparency in all its spending. Every dollar spent 
is used efficiently, and in 2012, 94 cents of every dollar donated to ZF 
went directly into programs to help those in need around the world.

in 2012, ZF set out to promote self-sufficiency in the countries where 
we work. in April, ZF began the one Year, 100 Wells campaign with the 
goal of building 100 water wells in 100 water-deprived communities 
across Africa. Within six months, ZF raised enough for 137 wells; the 
wells are now under construction. instead of hiring contractors to 
build a well in a couple of weeks, ZF goes into these villages and teaches 
residents how to build and maintain a well, creating jobs in the region. 
Because residents play a vital role in building the wells, they learn to be 
self-sufficient within their communities.

The past year was an extraordinary one for ZF because we were able to 
assist more people around the world than in any prior year. during the 
Ramadan and udhiya/Qurbani seasons alone, ZF served more than one 
million people.

With the blessings of Allah (swt) and the generosity of our donors, ZF 
has become a leader in empowering lives through zakat. on behalf 
of all the people who have benefitted from the services of ZF, i thank 
you. Please keep us in your prayers and continue giving your zakat and 
sadaqa so we can work together to make poverty a thing of the past

Wassalamu Alaykum, 

 
Khalil demir 
ZF Executive Director

Top down: Khalil Demir, ZF Executive 
Director in action: 
> Lebanon—Visiting families in Lebanon  
 while assessing  
 our programs 
> USA—Helping to pack a container with  
 humanitarian relief supplies 
> Lebanon—Meets with Syrian refugee and  
 his family
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One of ZF’s goals in 2012: 
CreaTing self-suffiCienCy



dear ZF Supporter: 
Assalamu alaykum, Peace be upon you.

While political upheaval, natural disasters and famines make headlines, charity and 
generosity are happening every day as good-hearted people reach out to help their 
fellow men.

in 2012 i saw that despite the economy and high unemployment rates, people did 
whatever they could, with whatever they had, to help those in need. Even if it meant 
scaling back or putting off a big purchase, people dug deep into their pockets to give to 
those who were helpless and suffering.

in Syria, where there is constant bombing and shelling in residential areas, where 
civilians are forced to leave their homes for safety, and where basic necessities including 
food and water are hard to come by, our generous donors make it possible for ZF to 
provide over $8 million in aid. That aid has gone towards food, water, clothing, medical 
relief and supplies and housing. ZF also began its 50,000 Blankets for Syrians campaign, 
distributing blankets to Syrian families during the bitter winter cold.

After Hurricane Sandy hit the East Coast, taking the lives of more than 100 people and 
destroying beachfront homes from the Mid-Atlantic States to southern New England, 
ZF disaster response teams immediately began taking action. ZF mobilized volunteers, 
distributed food, helped victims register with FEMA, distributed gasoline, performed 
flood clean up and ran three distribution centers where they collected winter clothes for 
hurricane victims. on Thanksgiving, a time spent with family and loved ones, ZF shared 
hot meals with hurricane victims in Atlantic City, New Jersey. 

in Kenya’s dadaab camp, where Somali refugees have fled to escape famine and over 
500,000 refugees reside (making it Kenya’s third largest city), ZF focused on food 
distribution. during Ramadan, despite an attack in the dadaab camp and increasing 
violence, the ZF team distributed food packages to thousands of residents including 
children and the elderly. during udhiya/Qurbani, ZF sacrificed 1,500 animals to 
provide Somali refugees with fresh meat, which was otherwise unavailable in the camps.

i would like to thank the staff, volunteers, partner organizations, and most importantly, 
our generous donors for making it possible for ZF to touch so many lives in 2012. 
Evidently, when it comes to helping others, the economy has had little effect on our 
donors. Thank you for believing in ZF and allowing it to grow into the organization it 
has become.

Sincerely, 

 
Hasan Arslan, Ph. d. 
ZF President

Hasan Arslan, Ph. D., ZF President
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Thank you 
To our donors



Humanitarian relief in 
war-Torn mali

in Kenya and uganda, climate change has caused 
abnormally heavy rains, followed by massive floods. 
The flooding has destroyed homes, crops and 
livestock, wiping out the food supply and creating a 
need for international assistance.

in July 2012, flooding in uganda set off a landslide 
that wiped out three villages and took dozens of 
lives. Zakat Foundation of America (ZF) dispatched 
a team to provide immediate as well as long-term 
relief to the survivors, providing packages of food 
and essentials to more than 500 families. ZF also 
worked to fight malaria by distributing long-lasting 
insecticide treated mosquito nets.

in Kenya, ZF distributed food packages to 
provide emergency relief to flood victims. ZF also 
distributed hybrid maize seeds for long-term food 
relief, meant to be harvested after three months, 
providing food to flood victims once their food 
packages have been depleted. The crops they 
cultivated provided them with enough food to last 
until the next planting season. 

A military coup in Mali has led 400,000 Malians 
to seek refuge in Southern Mali and neighboring 
countries. However, as the newly formed central 
government takes power, violence continues to 
grow, resulting in a deepening humanitarian crisis 
for fleeing Malians.  

in Burkina Faso, where Zakat Foundation of 
America (ZF) manages local relief operations, over 
60,000 Malians have found refuge in established 
camps. in August 2012, ZF dispatched a relief 
team to assess the situation as well as provide 
food packages during Ramadan and udhiya 
for food deprived families. ZF will continue 
its presence in Burkina Faso as well as Mali, 
providing food packages and other essential items 
to the people of Mali. 

Hasan Arslan, Ph. D., ZF President

Kenya—Volunteer 
packages hybrid 
maize seeds to 
families suffering 
from flood 
conditions.

East Africa 
ClimaTe Change 
Taking a Toll

We are always prepared | RELiEF   7



ZF has provided over 
$8 million in humaniTarian aid 
Provided for syrians

On a visit to Lebanon, ZF’s Executive Director, Khalil Demir, met 
Rajeh Muhammad. Rajeh was living with his wife and four children 
in a home rented by ZF for Syrian refugees in Lebanon. When they 
met, Rajeh was shaking. He said he had recently been diagnosed with 
a heart condition and unless he received surgery, he would die within a 
few weeks.

Within days, ZF raised funds to pay for Rajeh’s surgery. Rajeh received 
open heart surgery; his operation was successful. Rajeh recently 
reported that, “Alhumdulillah, I feel great. Allah (swt) has heard my 
prayers and not let my children be orphans.”

Rajeh is one of thousands of 
people that ZF has helped 
through its Syrian Humanitarian 
Relief campaign. Since March 
2011, ZF has provided over 
$8 Million in aid both inside 
Syria and to refugees in the 
neighboring countries of Jordan, 
Turkey and Lebanon.

Two CliniCs in leBanon 
oPened To Provide aid 
To syrian refugees
in 2012, ZF ran two clinics for 
Syrian refugees in Lebanon. 
The first, Al Rahma Clinic i was 
opened in Wadi Khaled, less than 
a mile from the Lebanese-Syrian 
border. in december 2011, ZF 
opened Al Rahma Clinic ii, a free 
clinic in Akkar, Lebanon. The 
clinic is located about 3.5 miles 
from the Lebanese-Syrian border 
in a region with over 70,000 
Syrian refugees.

The clinics serve between 45 and 
55 people every day providing 
physical exams, medicine and 
follow-up treatments to patients 
free of charge.

disPlaCed syrians 
reCeive needed 
healThCare aT nine  
Zf CliniCs
ZF is working inside Syria as well 
as in the neighboring countries 
of Jordan, Turkey and Lebanon 
to provide humanitarian relief 
and healthcare to the Syrian 
people. Currently, ZF is running 
nine field clinics and supporting 
field hospitals to help victims of 
violence. ZF is also distributing 
medical supplies, including first 
aid kits to civilians inside Syria.

Clinics are located across the 
country in order to reach as 
many people as possible, with 
two in daraa, two in damascus, 
two in dayr ez-Zor and three 
clinics in Homs. Approximately 
20 to 30 patients visit each clinic 
daily with everything from the 
common cold to injuries from the 
ongoing violence in the streets. 
Every ZF clinic in Syria offers 
free treatment and medicine to 
all patients.

Top: Lebanon—Rajeh and his children 
celebrate his recovery after heart surgery.

Bottom two: Syria—Syrian families and 
children thankful for warm blankets.

We are always prepared | RELiEF   8 
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syrian humaniTarian 
relief Timeline 2012

Jan 2012
 > ZF’s Syrian Humanitarian 

Relief campaign in Syria 
and surrounding countries 
of Lebanon, Jordan and 
Turkey continues since 
March 2011

Jan 2012
 > Blanket and clothing 

distribution programs  
in Turkey

apr 2012
 > Syrian orphan sponsorship 

program begins

may 2012
 > Begins providing housing 

for Syrians and refugees  
in Lebanon, Jordan  
and Turkey

Jun 2012
 > ZF Executive Director, 

Khalil Demir, visits 
Syria, Jordan, Lebanon 
and Turkey to assess our 
programs

Jul-aug 2012
 > Ramadan distribution

aug 2012
 > Aug 26 sent the first truck 

filled with food packages 
inside Syria 

oct 2012
 > Udhiya/Qurbani 

distribution to 50,000 
beneficiaries

 > 50,000 Blankets for 
Syrians campaign begins

nov 2012
 > Winterization kits and 

blanket distribution

 > Water filter distribution in 
camps in Turkey and Syria

syrian humaniTarian 
relief highlighTs 2012

 > operating nine clinics 
within Syria and two more in 
Lebanon, near the Syrian-
Lebanese border

 > Supporting field hospitals 
and distributing first-aid 
kits to civilians in  
Homs, Syria

 > distributing thousands of 
food packages in different 
cities in Syria and to the 
refugees in Jordan, Lebanon 
and Turkey

 > Providing housing for 
thousands of people in Syria 
and for refugees in Jordan, 
Turkey and Lebanon

 > Launching an orphan 
Sponsorship Program  
inside Syria 

 > Supplying necessities such 
as refrigerators, cooking gas, 
mattresses and blankets to 
thousands of families

 > distributing water filters to 
Syrian refugees in need of 
clean drinking water

 > Before the deadly winter 
months began, ZF started 
the 50,000 Blankets for Syria 
campaign and has already 
distributed thousands of 
blankets to keep families 
warm this winter. 

ZF is committed to providing the 
people of Syria with the aid they 
need during this time of political 
turmoil. 

We are always prepared | RELiEF   9



Hurricane Sandy slammed into 
the East Coast at 80 miles per 
hour, affecting about 50 million 
people. Vast areas were left 
without power, schools were 
closed, subways were shut down, 
and workers were told to stay at 
home with their families.

Zakat Foundation of America 
(ZF), an official member of the 
dEVoAd (delaware Voluntary 
organizations Active in disaster), 
provided disaster preparation and 
response on the East Coast. 

Hurricane Sandy Emergency 
Relief Highlights:

 > Mobilized volunteers by 
going door-to-door and 
making phone calls

 > distributed food to people 
who did not have power in 
New York, New Jersey  
and delaware

 > Helped people register with 
FEMA to get federal help for 
food and other necessities

 > distributed gasoline

 > Volunteered at East Coast 
emergency shelters

 > Collected winter clothes at 
three distribution centers

 > Cleaned-up local mosques 
and homes

 > Provided meals on 
Thanksgiving 

Emergency team mobilized  immediately after 
hurriCane sandy

Alhumdulillah, I am amazed, in fact, 
blown away by this organization. Not 
only does this organization help those 
who need it internationally…but also, 
the thing that I love about them is that 
they deal with what is local.

—imam Siraj Wahaj

“

We are always prepared | RELiEF   10 



An outbreak of violence in June 2012 in Myanmar/
Burma left more than 1,000 Rohingya Muslims dead 
and more than 90,000 homeless.

Rohingyas are a Muslim people living in the Arakan 
region of Burma. The Rohingya have lived in Burma 
for centuries, but in 1982, Ne Win, the military ruler 
at the time, stripped them of their citizenship. The 
united Nations says that the Rohingyas are one of 
the most persecuted minorities in the world.

Because the Burmese government denies the 
Rohingya the right to citizenship in their homeland, 
many Rohingyas have had their land confiscated, 
have limited access to education and are restricted 
from travel. Rohingya Muslims require government 
permission to marry, are forbidden from having 
more than two children per family and are subjected 
to modern-day slavery through forced labor.

in 2012, Zakat Foundation of America (ZF) began 
Emergency Relief in Myanmar/Burma, providing 
food packages to displaced Rohingya Muslims living 
in refugee camps. during udhiya/Qurbani 2012, ZF 
provided refugees with fresh meat. 

in response to the israeli air strike on Gaza in November 
2012, Zakat Foundation of America (ZF) has partnered 
with American Near East Refugee Aid (ANERA), a 
humanitarian organization that has worked in Palestine 
for 44 years.

during and immediately after the bombardment of 
Gaza, ZF and its partners contacted Al Shifa, the hospital 
treating the majority of bomb-related injuries to provide 
items urgently needed. one of these items is Cefuroxime, 
an expensive but vitally important intravenous antibiotic 
used for treating people with serious injuries. Through 
the contributions of generous donors, ZF purchased and 
provided the hospital with 11,350 vials of the medicine, 
enough to fill their needs through the beginning of 2013. 

Saving lives by providing 
urgenTly needed 
mediCine in gaZa

Left: USA—ZF’s East Coast Emergency 
Relief Team sprung into action with clean-up 
efforts.

Top Left: Myanmar/Burma—Rohingyas 
Muslim refugee camp.

Top Right: Gaza—ZF representative and 
partner organization inventory donated 
medical supplies.

We are always prepared | RELiEF   11
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“To me life is unbearable,” says Fulbanu. “It is wonderful that I can get free treatment from 
ZF clinic and also get food from them. May Allah (swt) give them great reward for that.”

At nearly 100 years old, Fulbanu 
lives in the slums of Hazaribagh, 
west of dhaka city in Bangladesh. 
She is a widow and the mother of 
eight grown children.

She lives with one of her 
daughters; her other children 
have moved away. Like most 
people in her neighborhood, she 
and her family struggle every day 
to feed themselves.

Bangladesh, one of world’s poorest countries: 

free healThCare To The needy

Fulbanu says her life was not 
always so hard. But in 1965 
Fulbanu’s husband left home on a 
fishing trip and was killed. With 
eight children at home and no 
husband, she was struggling  
to survive.

Fulbanu began visiting the ZF 
office in Bangladesh for the 
food program that provides 

local residents with free meals. 
While there, ZF health workers 
noticed that Fulbanu was not 
getting proper medical attention. 
She now receives medical care 
through a ZF free clinic that 
provides underprivileged women 
and children with medical 
consultations, health advice, 
immunizations, and medication. 

Bangladesh—
Fulbanu is almost 
100 years old and 
grateful for all ZF 
has done for her.



Zakat Foundation of America (ZF) believes that 
healthcare is a fundamental human right that 
should be afforded to all. in 2012, ZF funded three 
Mobile Health Clinics in Kenya, in the cities of 
Matete, Matungu and Mount Elgon, where, before 
the clinics arrived, residents had to walk miles in 
the heat in search of medical care. Since the clinics 
opened, numerous patients have been seen each day, 
including some residents who became blind because 
of cataracts.

ZF performed surgery on 17 people to correct for 
cataract blindness, and every surgery has been 
successful. Families are deeply grateful as people 
who were unable to see are now able to see clearly 
and read again. Three children were also treated  
for cataracts and they have now been able to return 
to school. 

For the last five of his 
six years of life, Yahya 
Ahmed Hasan Maslmih, 
a Palestinian child 
from Bethlehem, had to 
undergo dialysis every 
48 hours in order to live. 

Yahya was born with a condition 
that caused his kidney to stop 
functioning properly. At only six 
years old, Yahya was in desperate 
need of a new kidney. His father 
wished to donate his own kidney 
to his son however, because of 
his modest salary, he could not 
afford the transplant surgery.

By the grace of Allah (swt), the 
Maslmih family was finally able 
to find a donor in the united 

Cataract surgeries in Kenya: 

giving The  
gifT of sighT

States. The family then had 
to look for a sponsor to cover 
the plane tickets and housing 
where they would stay during 
the operation and long recovery 
period. The Palestinian Children’s 
Relief Fund, on behalf of the 
Maslmihs, applied to Zakat 
Foundation of America to cover 
these essential funds.

Yahya’s surgery took place in 
Boston in February 2012. Yahya 
made a full recovery and because 
of his new kidney Yahya no 
longer needs dialysis. Thanks to 
our generous donors, Yahya can 
have a normal childhood. 

Kidney transplant 

saves The life of yahya, 
who is six-years-old

Palestine—Yahya 
posing for a photo 
before the kidney 
transplant that would 
give hi a normal life.

Kenya—ZF Kenya Representative, Dr. Mohammad Wangusi performs surgery on patients with 
cataracts.

We believe that healthcare is a fundamental human right | HEALTHCARE   13 



Beating entrenched 
poverty, 
Mahejabeen’s dream 
to serve humanity: 

reCeives 
greaTesT 
eid gifT
dr. Mahejabeen Madarkar is 
from the Bijapur district in 
Karnataka, india. She comes 
from a poor family and has 
always dreamed of becoming 
a medical doctor. Mahejabeen 
is one of the top students in 
her medical class but she has 
something that sets her apart 
from the others; Mahejabeen 
uses a wheelchair.

Through elementary, high school, 
college and  medical school, 
Mahejabeen worked hard to get 
to the top of her class. Now in 
her residency,  dr. Mahejabeen, 
struggled to see her patients 
with the use of her old, manual 
wheelchair but she never 
complained. Now thanks to the 
generous donation from Zakat 
Foundation of America she is able 
to see her patients as a resident 
doctor with out any problem.

dr. Mahejabeen received her 
electric wheelchair on August 15 
and said the electric wheelchair 
is the best gift she has ever 
received. in appreciation of all 
the help she received throughout 
her schooling, dr. Mahejabeen 
is going to devote her practice to 
attending to the health needs of 
those who are disadvantaged in 
society.  

India—
Mahejabeen trying 
out her new wheel 
chair for the first 
time.
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during the summer heat. For 
individuals in need, ZF was there 
at the end of a long day of fasting 
to provide warm meals.

in Ramadan 2012, ZF 
concentrated its efforts in a 
country currently dealing with 
a political crisis, Syria, and 
the neighboring countries of 
Jordan, Turkey and Lebanon 
where Syrian refugees have fled 
for safety. ZF also focused on 
Myanmar/Burma where Muslims 
face brutal oppression.

Libya, a country that has recently 
been through a revolution, is now 
under political reconstruction 
and is another country where ZF 
worked this Ramadan. Families 
from the city of Tawergha who 

were forced from their homes 
during the revolution are now 
displaced and living in temporary 
camps. Food packages filled with 
enough food for the month of 
Ramadan were distributed to 
these families. 

in the dadaab Camp in Kenya 
where Somali refugees have 
fled to escape their country’s 
famine and political violence, 
ZF distributed food packages to 
help thousands of families this 
Ramadan.

in 2006, ZF served 297,275 
people and by 2012 that number 
has nearly doubled to 532,905. 
Since 2003, ZF has served 
approximately 2.5 million people 
during the months of Ramadan. 
As the organization continues 

to grow every year, ZF is able 
to serve more and more 

people during the 
blessed holy 

month. 

A time for sharing | RAMAdAN   15

during the days of Ramadan, 
Muslims hasten to give zakat 
(charity) in order to release the 
countless blessings promised 
to those who do good deeds 
during this month. With the 
help of generous donors, Zakat 
Foundation of America (ZF) 
reached over half a million 
people this Ramadan, serving 
532,905 individuals around  
the world. 

As part of our Ramadan 
program, ZF distributes hot 
iftars, non-perishable food 
packages, and Eid gifts to Muslim 
children. This year, Ramadan 
was during the months of July 
and August and ZF worked in 38 
countries to provide food and 
drink to Muslims who fasted 

ZF donors shared the blessings with over 
half a million needy in ramadan



Sudan—Grateful beneficiary receiving 
fresh meat for Udhiya/Qurbani
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Bangladesh—Excited children show off their 
tickets for fresh Udhiya/Qurbani meat.
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A time for sacrifice, Udhiya/Qurbani 2012: 

589,600 needy served
For over 10 years, Zakat Foundation of America 
(ZF) has provided a trustworthy means for Muslims 
to fulfill their religious responsibility through 
charitable giving. during udhiya/Qurbani 2012, ZF 
distributed fresh meat in 30 countries around the 
world, feeding over half a million people on the three 
days of Eid ul-Adha. The 589,600 individuals ZF 
assisted in 2012 exceed those served in any  
previous year.

In Preparation

in the countries where udhiya/Qurbani is 
performed, ZF ensures the best quality meat for 
distribution. Well-maintained livestock is purchased 
from local farmers in each country about six weeks 
before Eid ul-Adha. Then, according to the practices 
of the Prophet (peace be upon him), the animals 
are fed and nurtured until the day of distribution. 
udhiya/Qurbani is fresh, never frozen, and is 
performed on the first day of Eid ul-Adha.

Distribution

during udhiya/Qurbani, ZF focuses distribution 
in countries with the greatest need. in Lebanon, ZF 
distributed fresh meat to Syrian refugees who had 
not eaten meat in more than three months. in the 
famine-stricken country of Somalia, ZF sacrificed 
2,000 animals, providing fresh meat to families 
struggling to survive the current food crisis.

Eid Gifts

during Eid ul-Adha ZF also distributes Eid gifts to 
poor children in need to make the holiday a little 
brighter. in 2012 ZF distributed thousands of Eid 
gifts including clothes and backpacks to children 
in the countries where udhiya/Qurbani was 
distributed. 



Bosnia: emina’s hoPe of ComPleTing 
her eduCaTion

Emina Saletovic is only in the 
10th grade but she has already 
dealt with more than anyone 
her age should have to. Emina’s 
parents are divorced and her 
mother has been diagnosed with 
epilepsy. Because her mother is 
often weak and sick, Emina helps 
with the cooking and cleaning 
in addition to completing her 
schoolwork. despite her daily 
struggles, Emina is a hard-
working student with exceptional 

behavior. Emina knows how important it is that she 
complete her education because with it she will be 
able to secure a job and support her family. 

But sadly her tuition is too much for her family to 
cover alone. Alhamdulilah, ZF is now helping Emina 
complete her education. Emina is one of the many 
young students whom ZF supports at Behram-
begova Medresa in Bosnia. The school is located in 
Tuzla, a city in northeast Bosnia where a massacre 
took place during the Bosnian war. The islamic 
high school was established in 1626 and has 521 
students: 266 boys and 255 girls. Students typically 
board at the high school but Emina lives at home 
and attends school in the day to help take care of  
her mother. 

Through its funding, ZF is able to support the 
tuition, room and board for students at the  
high school.

serBia: sChooling The muslim youTh
in Serbia, Zakat Foundation of America (ZF) is 
working to provide educational opportunities to the 
Muslim community which numbers over 650,000. 
ZF currently supports two institutions in Serbia, 
the first is a school and the second is a university in 
Novi Pazar. ZF has also purchased three buses to 
help transport students to and from the schools. 

Building a strong future by 
eduCaTing The leaders of Tomorrow

afghanisTan: Providing eduCaTion 
from elemenTary To universiTy
Elementary 
in Afghanistan, ZF is covering the tuition of 90 
disadvantaged students at the Afghans4Tomorrow 
elementary school in the Chehelsotoon district 
of Kabul. Students at the Afghans4tomorrow 
School have not been able to attend school during 
years of war in Afghanistan and now that they are 
considered too old (some up to 25 years old) they are 
not allowed to attend the government schools. The 
Afghans4tomorrow School is also the first of its kind 
to open its gates to girls and women.

University 
ZF is also helping university students from all 
over Afghanistan receive their college degrees. in 
Afghanistan, students can attend public universities 
for free, but are often unable to pay the additional 
costs that come with attending university, such 
as room and board. Through our local partner in 
Afghanistan, ZF is supporting more than 500 
students at various universities in Afghanistan. 
With each school year, more poor students in 
Afghanistan struggle to bridge the gap between 
their needs and the available resources and ZF is 
working to bridge that gap to educate the future of 
Afghanistan.

PakisTan: 595 sTudenTs sPonsored aT 
rumi sChool
Since 2003, Zakat Foundation of America (ZF) has 
sponsored Rumi international School, a school for 
Afghan Refugee children in Haripur, Pakistan. The 
main objective of the school is to provide quality 
education to its students while creating programs 
that cater to the social, mental and emotional 
development of the refugee children. By the grace of 
Allah (swt), thousands of refugee students have been 
educated at Rumi international School. The school 
currently has 595 students enrolled. 

Zakat Foundation of America (ZF) is committed to educating children and adults from impoverished 
communities in order to ensure that they have a chance towards a brighter future. 

Bosnia—Emina 
Saletovi, student 
receiving tuition 
from ZF.
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Clockwise: 
Serbia—3  buses 
purchased for 
Serbian school.

Afghanistan—
Happy students 
from the Afghans4 
Tomorrow program.

Pakistan—Rumi 
School group field 
trip.
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ComPuTer liTeraCy 
Training for women 
and Children in india

The ZF Computer Literacy 
Project (ZFCLP) is a program 
for underprivileged women 
and children. ZFCLP teaches 
computer skills to people who 
may not otherwise have access 
to a computer, teaches skills 
necessary for the job market, 
and trains students on how to 
successfully interview for jobs. 
Graduates from the program 
are able to secure jobs in data 
entry, teaching, accounting, call 
centers, and secretarial work. 
The program helps participants 
gain marketable skills in order 
to provide for their families and 
their futures. 

250 sri lankan sTudenTs 
reCeive sCholarshiPs

At the College of Management 
and Technology (CoMTECH) 
in Sri Lanka, young deserving 
adults are given the opportunity 
to get a quality education for 
free. in 2012, ZF extended 250 
scholarships to students, both 
men and women, studying 
information Technology, Human 
Resource Management and the 
English language. The scholarship 
makes it possible for students 
who would not have been able to 
pay for college to complete their 
education. 

India—Students 
at ZFCLP learning 
computer skills. 
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Helping the underserved find 

a PaTh ouT of PoverTy



Through your 
generous support 
over 900 
orPhans 
find hoPe 
War, natural disasters, disease 
and poverty have orphaned 
millions of children around the 
world. No child should have 
to grow up without the love of 
a parent, which is why Zakat 
Foundation of America (ZF) is 
working ceaselessly to expand 
its orphan and orphanage 
Sponsorship program in 
countries like Syria and Palestine, 
where more children are 
becoming orphans every day.

Through the orphan and orphan 
Sponsorship program, ZF is able 
to provide hundreds of orphans 
with the support they need 
in order to build better lives. 
Through ZF’s work, children 
who were living on the street 
are placed with guardians or 
orphanages where they get  
the proper care and love they  
need to grow.

With each new year, ZF’s orphan 
and orphanage Sponsorship 
Program continues to expand. 
in 2012, ZF donors sponsored 
902 children in 11 countries 
including Bangladesh, Bosnia, 
Ghana, india, Kenya, Lebanon, 
Nepal, Palestine, Sri Lanka and 
Syria. Through their generous 
sponsorships, ZF donors provide 
food, clothing, education 
and health care for these 902 
children, making a difference 
that will last them a lifetime. 

India—Young 
women show off 
their computer 
certificates.

Sri Lanka—250 
students receive 
scholarships for a 
free education.

Sri Lanka—250 
students receive 
scholarships for a 
free education.

Committed to educating the impoverished around the world | EduCATioN  21 



Top: Ghana—Cassava Cooperative collecting 
their harvest.

Right: Kenya—Jeanette practices her new 
craft learned at Heshima Safe House as she 
plans for a better life for her and her baby.
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helPing women reaCh for The sTars
ZF is helping women in Ghana become self-sufficient 
at the ZF Sewing Center. Young women who are 
unable to complete their education due to financial 
difficulties are given the opportunity to learn how 
to sew at the ZF Sewing Center. After they complete 
the free training, ZF provides each young woman 
with a sewing machine and material. Basera Halid, 
a graduate from the ZF Sewing Center said with the 
help from ZF she was able to start her own business 
and, having lost her father at a young age, is able to 
support her mother and siblings.

feeding The mind, Body and soul
Cassava is a plant that plays a crucial role in the lives 
of millions of people in Africa. Cassava can remain 
in the ground for up to two years, needs relatively 
little water to survive, and is considered a key source 
of carbohydrates.

ZF supports a cooperative of women who engage 
in cassava farming and processing in the village of 
Jamam in Ghana. initially the women bought the 
cassava from local farmers but have now been able 
to acquire a small piece of land where they farm the 
cassava themselves.

This micro-credit program mobilizes people from 
disadvantaged communities, encouraging them to 
employ their talents, skills, and initiative for the 
betterment of themselves and their community. 

sTiTChing TogeTher a BeTTer life for 
kenyan girls
For years, ZF has been working to create economic 
opportunities for women in developing countries 
around the world. in Kenya, the Heshima Kenya 
Girls’ Empowerment Program teaches basic tailoring 
and sewing techniques to equip young women 
with the knowledge and skills needed to become 
economically self-sufficient. The 6-month program 
runs year-round and about 30 girls graduate from 
the program every year. The program is designed and 
taught by a professional Kenyan instructor. 

a PlaCe for healing and reBuilding
The democratic Republic of the Congo (dRC) is a 
country where poverty and violence have, sadly, 
become the norm. Rebel forces opposing the 
government have spread destruction and despair.

When Jeanette N. was only 10 years old she was 
captured by Congolese rebels from her home and 
forced into sexual slavery for four years. At 14 and 
pregnant, Jeanette managed to escape her captors. 
Not sure of how her family would respond to her 
pregnancy and in need of prenatal care, Jeanette 
made her way to Nairobi, Kenya where she finally 
found safety at the Safe House. 

At the Safe House, Jeanette and her baby found 
a place for recovery and comfort. The Safe House 
Program provides shelter to refugee children and 
refugee women who are either homeless or are 
victims of violence and abuse. Residents are given 
the opportunity to recover in a safe and peaceful 
environment and given emotional support through 
therapy and counseling. 

Helping Ghana and Kenya 

women BeCome self-suffiCienT



Kenya—Sewing school 
student practices the 
intricate details of 
working with fabric.



Ghana—Well 
built by ZF.

in April 2012 Zakat Foundation of America (ZF) set a 
goal of building 100 water wells in villages across Africa. 
Through the enthusiastic support of donors, ZF surpassed 
its goal, raising enough money to build 137 wells within 
six months. Each well serves a community of about 3,000 
people and is used for cooking, drinking and watering crops.

The one Year, 100 Wells campaign was launched to provide 
clean, safe water all across Africa, from the Sub-Saharan 
to the Horn of Africa. For rural economies that depend 
exclusively on agriculture and livestock, access to clean 
water improves the health of community members and 
allows communities to expand their wealth in the form of 
farming and grazing for livestock. 

Addressing the global water crisis: 
one year, 100 
wells CamPaign



Kenya—Malakisi mosque answers the 
prayers of Muslims in needy village. 

Mozambique—First graduating class of the 
permaculture program in Mozambique.
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in February 2012, ZF completed construction for 
a permaculture program in Maputo, Mozambique. 
With an economy heavily dependent on agriculture 
and foreign aid, and 54 percent of the population 
living in poverty, Mozambique was an ideal location 
for a permaculture project.

The term “permaculture” is made up of the words 
“permanent” and “agriculture” and is used because 
this method aims to give individuals or families with 
a very limited cultivation area the ability to grow 
small scale, sustainable crops.

For the ZF Mozambique Permaculture Program, 
a Permaculture Learning Center was constructed 
complete with plant nursery and vegetable garden. 

in June 2012, ZF completed 
construction of a new mosque 
for the villagers of Malakisi in 
Western Kenya.

Malakisi is a Muslim village 
where most people live on less 
than a dollar a day. Their village 
mosque, built in 1972, was too 
run-down to serve them. in 
addition to a leaky roof and 
crumbling walls it could not 
accommodate the 700 to 800 
people who regularly attend 
Friday prayers. As a result, many 
prayed outside in the harsh sun. 
The community did not have the 
resources to rebuild the mosque, 
so ZF stepped in. 

At the beginning of 2012, 
ZF began constructing a new 
mosque for the villagers. The 
new structure has an area for 
wudu (ablution), minarets atop 
the building, and a sound system 
to announce the adhan (call 
for prayer) to the community. 
And the women and children 
of Malakisi are now able to use 
the water supplying the mosque. 
Thank you to our generous 
donors for supporting this 
project that will benefit the 
community for years to come. 

Malakisi Muslims prayers for 

a new mosque were answered

Developing sustainable 
agriculture programs: 

PermaCulTure 
in moZamBique



Clockwise:  
Bosnia—Family 
receives a cow.

Sri Lanka—Two 
examples of houses 
constructed by ZF.
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Housing project in Sri Lanka: 

BuilT monsoon 
Tough
in the village of Bibile in Southeastern Sri Lanka, 
many people live in thatched huts that can be 
destroyed during the monsoon season. Most of them 
work in the village, earning just enough to cover 
their basic needs by taking whatever employment 
can be obtained throughout the year.

ZF is providing long-lasting, low-cost homes 
made of cement or brick that can withstand harsh 
monsoonal conditions. in 2012, ZF completed the 
construction of five permanent homes in the area in 
an attempt to meet this need. Families live in these 
homes rent-free. With the help of generous donors, 
ZF is able to provide families in Sri Lanka with safe 
homes to grow and nurture their families. 

Bosnia livestock project:  
helPing 
The needy 
BeCome 
self-
suffiCienT
in an effort to rebuild displaced 
communities in war-torn Bosnia, Zakat 
Foundation of America (ZF) launched  
its Livestock development Project in  
March 2012.

From 1992 to 1995, the world watched 
as Bosnia descended into a genocidal 
war. Families who continue to struggle 
almost two decades later were presented 
with cattle to help them earn a livelihood. 
Families who continue to struggle in the 
war’s aftermath were presented with 
cows to help them earn a livelihood. The 
Livestock development Project works to 
empower families in what is now Bosnia 
and Herzegovina.

ZF’s Livestock development Project is 
just one of many long-term development 
projects that encourage needy families 
to learn a skill or trade to make a living. 
other projects include gardening co-ops, 
sewing programs and livestock sharing 
programs that provide lasting benefits to 
needy people around the world. 



Native American Reservations face unique 
conditions and challenges of poverty. in early 2012, 
ZF helped rebuild a community center on a Native 
American Reservation outside of Albuquerque, 
New Mexico. The Navajo Nation’s Ricon Marques 
Community Center was damaged by vandals years 
ago, yet remains a focal point for the impoverished 
community, a place where elderly residents gather 
to receive food aid and the community can socialize 
or meet to consult on the issues that affect them. it 
is also one of the few buildings in the area that has 
electricity. ZF funded renovations of the building 
and provided furnishings so that the community can 
meet in greater comfort and safety. 

Top down: 
Navajo Nation—Navajo Tribe participates 
in a blessing ceremony for their newly 
remodeled community center.

After the blessing ceremony the community 
gathers for a traditional feast funded by ZF.
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Navajo Nation: 

reBuilding a 
CommuniTy
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sTudenTs for 
humaniTea: 
helPing sTudenTs 
serve humaniTy
ZF designs leadership and 
service-learning opportunities 
for school and community youth 
groups by connecting them to 
our humanitarian efforts in the 
u.S. and abroad. during the 
summer of 2012, young activist 
groups teamed up with ZF to 
raise money to build water wells 
through the ZF one Year, 100 
Wells campaign.

Moved by the global water crisis 
20 youth groups volunteered 
with ZF as human rights leaders. 
Their unleashed creativity led 
to movies in the park, cupcake 
decorating contests, basketball 
tournaments, bike-a-thons, 
masjid game nights, spa nights, 
bowling parties and more.

family firsT forum:  
reviTaliZing families
in partnership with local masjid, 
ZF is working toward revitalizing 
our communities, one family  
at a time. 

Together with communities in 
Chicago, ZF holds a series of 
monthly hands-on workshops 
for developing family well-being, 
led by experts in personal 
development, marriage and 
parenting. 

Family First Forums engage 
marriage partners, parents, 
teens and siblings in a positive 
and safe environment where 
they can develop new skills 
for better family relationships 
and communication. ZF 
envisions a future with healthy 
communities, made up of strong 
home environments that nurture 
each member’s growth. 

Training youTh 
Counselors To  
serve Teens in The 
CommuniTy 
ZF’s Social Services program is 
offering a new training course 
on how to identify, understand 
and counsel adolescents’ 
developmental needs. The 
course is administered by a 
licensed professional counselor 
who is grounded in islamic 
knowledge and tradition, a 
Hartford Seminary professor of 
psychology who also conducts 
research for the institute for 
Social Policy and understanding 
on topics related to Muslims and 
Mental Health.

The course is the four-weekend 
training program designed to 
provide workshops, hands-on 
training and supervised 
experience to prepare 
community workers to provide 
basic mentoring to adolescents. 
The course not only covers 
theories and research in child 
and adolescent psychology as 
they relate to physical, socio-
emotional, and cognitive 
development, but it also 
uncovers the specific dilemmas 
and sociological factors that 
pertain to Muslim youth in 
America. Students with a passing 
grade receive a certificate upon 
completion of the course.

Zf CommuniTy CenTer—
delaware
ZF’s East Coast Center in 
delaware opened in 2011. The 
ZF East Coast Center provides 
several social services locally, 
and serves impoverished 
communities in neighboring 
states.

Services at the ZF East Coast 
Center include:

 > A Mobile Soup Kitchen 
serving the Wilmington, 
delaware area

 > A Food Pantry stocked with 
nonperishable food items

 > Tutoring and Educational 
Programs for K-12 students, 
SAT prep, and ESL courses

 > Foster Parenting 
Certification: This 
program, implemented 
in collaboration with 
government agencies, aims 
to increase the number of 
Muslim families certified as 
foster parents.

 > disaster Relief Training: 
Training community 
members for basic disaster 
relief efforts in collaboration 
with government agencies. 
The team in delaware carried 
out disaster relief and 
response on the East Coast 
after Hurricane Sandy hit.

Committed to 

reviTaliZing our CommuniTy



USA—ZF Community Center–Chicago 
Health Fair offered free health screenings and 
education to community members.

Volunteer tends ZF communty garden in 
early spring. Harvest distributed to local 
community.
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Zf CommuniTy CenTer—
ChiCago
in May 2012, the Zakat 
Foundation Chicago Community 
Center (ZFCCC) opened 
in Chicago’s South Shore 
neighborhood. The ZFCCC serves 
local community members 
through a number of different 
classes and programs. 

Services at the ZFCCC include: 

 > Arts & Crafts classes

 > Movie and discussion nights

 > After-school mentoring

 > Violence prevention 
programs

 > Nutrition classes and healthy 
food distribution

 > during the warmer 
months, a community 
garden is tended to by local 
community members and the 
harvest is shared with the 
neighborhood.

 > ZFCCC also holds free Health 
Fairs where participants 
receive free health 
screenings and participate 
in discussions about health 
issues. 



Zakat Foundation of America (ZF) continues to expand its strategic partnerships so as to maximize its 
impact domestically and worldwide. From mobilizing youth toward social action at “Humanitea Time” in 
Chicago, to becoming a USAID subgrantee with the International Rescue Committee, to forging sustainable 
relationships between ZF and other prominent civil society NGOs such as the United Nations Relief and 
Works Agency, ZF is growing in both capacity and visibility such that it can continue to impact lives in an 
even greater way.

Gaining a new perspective: 

Zf foCuses on The fuTure

Some Programs ZF is focusing on in 2013 include:

more wells aCross afriCa wiTh our 
one year, 100 wells CamPaign
in April 2012, ZF started a campaign to build 100 
water wells in 100 communities across Africa to 
provide safe, clean drinking water. By december 
2012, only eight months later, ZF surpassed its goal 
and raised enough money to build 137 wells. in 
2013, ZF will be focusing on building water wells in 
communities that are dealing with water scarcity.

mosque ConsTruCTion in ghana
in 2013, ZF is building a mosques in two Muslim 
villages in Ghana to provide the community with a 
place to perform daily prayers.

livesToCk develoPmenT ProJeCT in 
Burkina faso
over 60,000 Malians who have fled their homes 
due to political violence are now residing in refugee 
camps in Burkina Faso. in 2013 ZF is distributing 
hundreds of goats and sheep to Malian families 
living inside the refugee camps. The project is meant 
to normalize life in refugee camps and to reduce 
stress by providing residents with a familiar way to 
provide for their families.

healTh CliniCs in PalesTine: 
faCiliTaTed Through our ParTners
in light of  the lack of clean drinking water 
available, a ZF vaccination program in Gaza is 
providing Palestinian children with vaccinations 
and is educating families about the importance of 
drinking clean water. in Nablus, ZF will be providing 
free medical services to refugees residing in four 
different refugee camps in Nablus, Palestine.

humaniTea Time

A dynamic platform for inspiring young activism 
around social causes, both local and global, the first 
Humanitea Time was held on January 13, 2013 at 
the historic international House at the university 
of Chicago drawing 400 people and filling the hall 
to capacity. The event was co-sponsor by Amnesty 
international uSA, and the university of Chicago, 
and featured prominent speakers and artists 
including imam Suhaib Webb, legendary Chicago 
activist Father Michael Pfleger, poets Tasleem Jamila 
Firdausee and Amal Kassir, and the Kuumba Lynx 
Performance Ensemble. 
 

At these warm, café style events, students are 
invited to explore a range of local and global causes 
through dynamic presentations, narratives, and 
performing arts. When they leave, students are not 
only aware of pressing issues such as gun violence, 
food justice, global water scarcity, and human rights 
crises around the globe; but they sign up to join 
a prearranged program around the cause of their 
choice. Youth leave Humanitea Time inspired and 
committed to tread new tracks in the world.

arTisTs for humaniTea
ZF administered its first online performing arts 
contest inviting students to create poetry, song, 
monologue, video or any other performing art that 
inspires people around a humanitarian cause. The 
online contest was launched in december 2012 and 
ended February 15, 2013. The grand prize is a free 
student-service trip to Ghana in summer of 2013 
with ZF, the second prize is a $1,000 scholarship, the 
third prize is a $500 scholarship. 

sTudenT-serviCe TriP To ghana
in 2013, ZF will set off on its first student-service 
trip to Ghana. during the month of June, college 
and graduate students will spend 10 days in Ghana 
to assist in construction of mosques and wells, 
and attend cultural, social and environmental 
workshops. 

Gaining a new perspective | FuTuRE FoCuS   30 



“ Who made your shoes? 
I’m gonna be real, mine 
are made by Nike, and 
I’m going back to Boston 
barefoot. Don’t leave 
without making a change, 
beginning with yourself.

—imam Suhaib Webb 
at Humanitea Time 2013



Clockwise:

Bangladesh—
Mother gets her 
blood pressure 
taken at our free 
clinic. 

Kenya—A baby 
gets a free health 
exam at our free, 
mobile clinic.

Burkina Faso—
Well built by ZF.
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As a volunteer leader with Amnesty International USA, I have worked with 
the Zakat Foundation of Americaon causes ranging from providing assistance 
to the humanitarian crisis in Syria, to enabling African villages to have fresh 
water, to addressing gun violence here in Chicago. They bring compassion and 
assistance to people in desperate need around the world. For their many good 
works, Zakat Foundation of America has earned my respect and admiration.

—Blaine Mineman, Amnesty international uSA, Midwest Regional Coordinator

“
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Syria—50,000 Blankets 
campaign was a blessing for 
those suffering through the 
harsh winter.

I have witnessed the work of Zakat Foundation 
of America and I can say that the name itself is 
reflected in all that which they do. Purification 
and growth; ZF helps purify donors into 
honorable levels by giving them channels to 
distribute their donations and it bring growth 
to all recipients in a way that help them live 
honorably. May Allah reward all working at ZF.

—Sheikh Kifah Mustapha

“
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Year Ended June 30, 2012  
sTaTemenT of aCTiviTies  
   Unrestricted Temporarily  Permanently  Total

PuBLiC SuPPoRT ANd REVENuES

Contributions $7,221,682 $0 $0 $7,221,682

donated goods $333,541 $0 $0 $333,541

Net Assets Released from Restrictions 0 0 0 0

ToTAL PuBLiC SuPPoRT ANd REVENuES 7,555,223 0 0 7,555,223

ExPENSES

 Program Services
  Emergency Aid 1,819,123 0 0 1,819,123
  Seasonal Programs 1,106,341 0 0 1,106,341
  development 852,714 0 0 852,842 
  orphan Sponsorship 740,741 0 0 740,741
  Education 563,376 0 0 563,376
  Program Support 182,288 0 0 182,288

 ToTAL PRoGRAM SERViCES 5,264,583 0 0 5,264,583

 MANAGEMENT ANd GENERAL  316,474 0 0 316,474

 FuNdRAiSiNG 314,913 0 0 314,913

ToTAL ExPENSES 5,895,970 0 0 5,895,970

CHANGE iN NET ASSETS 1,659,253 0 0 1,659,253

NET ASSETS

 Beginning of Year 1,369,745 0 0 1,369,745
 End of Year 3,028,998 0 0 3,028,998

94.5% program Services
3.1% Administrative
2.4% Fundraising

Funds Allocation  
94.5 CenTs of every dollar donaTed 
wenT direCTly inTo our Programs
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Syria—A Syrian family receives warm blankets.


