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Relief 
Flood: Pakistan–p. 9

 > Provided water and 
food packages to flood 
survivors.

Tsunami: Japan –zakat.org *

 > Distributed water and 
food packages.

Flood: Sri Lanka –zakat.org *

 > Distributed dry food 
rations and water 
pumps.

education 
Sewing School: India 
–zakat.org *

 > Runs sewing program. 

Rumi International School: 
Pakistan –p. 22

 > Serves about 
700 students.

Fu-Xing School: 
China–zakat.org *

 > High school in 
China’s Gansu 

province. 

education & food 
Midwest & East Coast, USA  
–p. 21

 > East Coast Office 
functions as a community 
& education center.

 > School of Unity for 
Scholastic Advancement 
(SUSA) in Chicagoland 
area providing free 
educational opportunities.

 > Food aid program 
provided food to at-risk 
communities in Chicago & 
East Coast.

Our missiOn
Zakat Foundation of America (ZF) is an international charity organization that helps 
generous and caring people reach out to those in need. ZF fosters charitable giving 
to alleviate the immediate needs of poor communities and to establish long-term 
development projects that ensure individual and community growth.
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HealtHcaRe 
Clinic: Bangladesh  
–zakat.org *

 > Runs a clinic in 
Dhaka slum area.

Higher Education: 
Afghanistan–zakat.org *

 > Provides 
scholarships to 
students.

Relief 
Tornado: Alabama, USA 
–zakat.org *

 > Distributed food and clean 
drinking water.

Food: Navajo Nation 
Reservation, USA–zakat.org *

 > Distributed much needed 
goods and spoke to the 
community.

Mudslide: Boliva–zakat.org *

 > Distributed food, clean 
drinking water, clothing 
and mattresses.

development 
Water & Farm Co-op: Haiti–p. 20

 > Launched a water filter/
purification program in Haiti to 
help protect against Cholera. 

 > Supports a farm cooperative.



AfricA

HealtHcaRe 
Clinic: Kenya  
–p. 14-15

 > Established a 
mobile clinic for 
impoverished 
communities.

development 
Animal Pass-on: 
Zambia–p. 21

 > 9 families received 
animals then 
would pass-on 
offspring to other 
members of the 
community.

Farm Co-op: Ghana 
–p. 18

 > Supports a cassava 
cooperative in the 
village of Jamam.

Sadaqa JaRiyaH 
Mosque Construction & Water Wells: 
Africa–p. 16-17

 > Built wells in drought-stricken 
Somalia and Ethiopia.

 > Built mosques.

education 
Sewing School: Ghana 
–p. 22

 > Empowering 
Women: Operates 
a free sewing 
school in Ghana.

 > Supports a 
tailoring program.

Safe House: Kenya 
–zakat.org *

 > Runs a safe-house 
for refugee women 
and children.

HealtHcaRe 
Clinics: Lebanon 
–p. 14-15

 > Operating two 
clinics.

 > Distributed first  
aid kits.

Relief 
Middle East Crisis: 
Lebanon, Libya, 
Syria, Tunisia, and 
Yemen–zakat.org *

 > Began 
emergency relief 
for refugees 
shortly after the turmoil began in mid-March. 

 > Shipped 2 containers filled with humanitarian 
aid to Libya & purchased 1 container of 
humanitarian aid in Tunis for refugees.

 > Sponsored a boat shipment of aid supplies to 
seized city of Misrata.

 > Rented an airplane and bus to aid refugees in 
their journey back home.

 
Arab Spring: Syria 
–p. 6-7

 > Provided 
humanitarian aid in 
the form of water, 
food, medicine, and 
clothing.

 > Syrian Crisis 
Humanitarian Relief 
campaign gives 
priority to alleviate 
the struggles of 
children effected by 
this conflict.

Relief 
Famine: Horn of Africa–p. 8

 > Provided food and water to famine survivors.

Food Crisis: Niger–zakat.org *

 > Sent food aid to those effected by the food crisis.

Refugees: Ivory Coast–zakat.org *

 > ZF was recognized by UNHCR for our assistance to 
those in need in the Ivory Coast.

m
iddle eAst

We Will cOntinue tO prOvide humAnitAriAn Aid in the 
middle eAst until Our AssistAnce is nO lOnger needed.  
 — Khalil Demir, ZF Executive Director

oRpHanS & 
oRpHanageS 
Bangladesh, Ghana, 
Lebanon, Morocco, 
Palestine, Sri Lanka  
and Turkey –p. 23

 > Dedicated to 
offering orphans 
the necessities to 
flourish & grow.

education 
Backpack Program: 
Worldwide–p. 21

 > Distributing 
backpacks filled 
with school supplies 
to needy children 
around the world 
since our inception.

Ramadan 
Worldwide–p. 10-11

 > Over 350,000 
benefited in 40 
countries.

 udHiya / quRbani 
Worldwide–p. 12-13

 > 100,000 families in 
41 Countries.
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* Web exclusive: go to zakat.org to read more.

2011 HigHligHtsglObAl prOgrAms



Assalamu alaykum, Peace be upon you.

Dear Supporter and Friend,

Last year Zakat Foundation of America (ZF) marked its 10-year anniversary. Born in 
late 2001—one of the most difficult times in America for Muslims—we have grown with 
steadfastness and commitment to become one of the most respected Muslim charities in 

the US. In 2011, 94 cents 
of every dollar donated to 
ZF went directly to help the 
poor around the world.

ZF now implements 
programs in over 48 
countries, including 
here in the US, in the 
areas of emergency relief, 
development and Sadaqa 
Jariyah, orphan and 
orphanage sponsorship 
and Ramadan and Udhiya/
Qurbani programs. During 
the past decade we have 
effectively responded to 
the most severe natural 
and human-made disasters, 
provided education and 
community developmental 
programs, built schools and 
water wells, and established 
clinics, orphanages, and 
vocational training centers.

We have helped thousands become self-sustainable. Our vision for the next 10 years is 
to expand our human development and capacity building programs, which lead a person 
dependent on charity to become a productive citizen of society. Through education and 
training, this can be done. We also aim to establish proactive health development programs 
to prevent diseases such as malaria and HIV/AIDS.

2011 was a remarkable year because our support reached more people around the world than 
any prior year. In Ramadan alone, we were able to help over 350,000 in 40 countries.

Everything we do has been made possible through Allah and the generosity and support of 
donors like you. On behalf of all our beneficiaries, I thank you and ask you to continue giving 
your zakat and sadaqa so that ZF will continue to be the leader in empowering lives through 
zakat.

Wassalamu Alaykum, 

Khalil Demir 
ZF Executive Director

Syria—Khalil 
Demir, ZF 
Executive 
Director, (center) 
helping with food 
distribution for 
Syrian refugees at 
Turkey’s border.
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Dear ZF Supporter:

Assalamu alaykum, Peace be upon you.

It seems unreal that already 10 years have gone by since Zakat Foundation (ZF) first 
opened its doors. Alhumdulillah, 2011 has been a year of growth and expansion for our 
organization. This year brought a number of changes to our world, both political and 
environmental, and ZF has remained committed to delivering assistance to communities 
in need around the world. 

ZF is dedicated to providing the means for people to live free, self-sustaining lives. Our 
development and emergency relief programs are the best examples of this mission. In just 
one year our organization saw growth of over 30%, allowing us to increase funding for 
every single one of our programs, from Emergency Aid to Orphan Sponsorship. 

In 2011, ZF was present in the famine-stricken Horn of Africa, the politically unstable 
Middle East, and the flood ravaged Pakistan, providing relief to as many people as we 
could reach. ZF also assisted earthquake victims in Turkey and tornado victims right here 
at home, in the state of Alabama. We have made it our responsibility to assist wherever it 
was needed.

Despite the global economic difficulties throughout 2011, donations from the community 
continued to grow. The spirit of generosity and compassion of our donors was unwavering 
even during challenging times. The support of our donors allowed us to not only increase 
our emergency relief efforts, but other development programs as well, such as building 
schools and lending microcredit. ZF also continued to 
promote every child’s right to an education—the most 
important thing for a child to have—and has provided 
for 700 orphans and poor children through the Orphan 
Sponsorship Program. 

As we look towards the future, we remain steadfast to 
eradicating global poverty. As an organization, ZF will 
continue to forge new bonds in communities around the 
world from all faiths and backgrounds to provide help to 
anyone in need. 

Finally, I would like to extend my most sincere thanks 
to the staff and volunteers for their hard work and 
commitment throughout the year. I would also like to 
acknowledge the work of our partner organizations, which 
continue to support ZF through the implementation of 
long-term sustainable programs. Most importantly, I would 
like to give a heartfelt thank you to all our donors who help 
make our vision a reality. 

Sincerely,

Hasan Arslan, Ph. D. 
ZF President

Hasan Arslan, Ph. D., ZF President

52011 annual report
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libya

Almost immediately 
after civil unrest 
erupted in Libya in 
February and its 
citizens began to 
flee to Tunisia and 
Egypt, ZF responded 
to the humanitarian 
crisis. ZF teams were 
deployed and served 
the Libyan people 
diligently for several 
months. We provided 
temporary shelter for 
refugees in Tunisia, 
as well as provided 
food, healthcare, 
and transportation 
for refugees seeking 
to return to their 
home countries.

 Through our regional 
offices and teams in 
bordering countries and 
the coordination of our 
medical volunteers, we 
were able to positively 

help hundreds of thousands of 
people in their time of need.

During the campaign ZF 
successfully:

 > Delivered a humanitarian 
ship filled with food, water, 
and medicine to residents of 
the city of Misrata

 > Distributed food and water 
daily to thousands of 
refugees at the Tunisian-
Libyan border

Alleviating suffering of Arab spring refugees

 > Provided medicine to the 
Tunisian Military Field 
Hospital

 > Shipped a container filled 
with clothing, blankets, 
and books to Libyan 
refugees in Tunisia.

SyRia

The Syrian crisis soon followed, 
and as the government turned 
to violent means Syrians fled to 
neighboring countries. More than 
17,500 Syrian refugees arrived at 
camps in Turkey; others sought 
refuge in Lebanon and Jordan. 
ZF’s emergency relief efforts were 
launched immediately.

We served the desperate need 
for medical care by establishing 
a health clinic 1 km from the 
border between Syria and 
Lebanon, in Wadi Khaled. By 
September 2011 we had opened a 
second medical clinic in Lebanon 
to serve Syrian refugees as well as 
local Lebanese in need of medical 
care by distributing items such as 
medicine and first aid kits.

In December we shipped a 
container full of clothes, shoes, 
school supplies, blankets, medical 
supplies, and personal care items 
to Syrian refugees in Turkey. ZF 
also distributed daily food and 
water to thousands of refugees at 
the Syrian-Lebanese and Syrian-
Turkish borders.

ZF is committed to providing 
emergency relief to those who are 
most in need. 

In 2011 Zakat Foundation of America (ZF) launched the 
Humanitarian Response to the Middle East Crisis campaign 
to address the growing political instability in the Middle East.

Above: Libya—
Young child and 
mother receiving 
medical exam in 
refugee camp.

Right: Syria—
Young boy 
receiving much 
needed food 
package.

emergencY relief
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The Horn of Africa, encompassing 
Eritrea, Djibouti, Ethiopia, and 
Somalia, was hit exceptionally 
hard with drought and famine 
in 2011. Somalia alone faced 
its worst drought in over 60 
years and the people of this 
war-torn country began a mass 
exodus in search of food and 
water. An estimated 11 million 
people have been affected 
and are now displaced.

Zakat Foundation of America 
(ZF) launched its Horn of 
Africa Campaign to provide 
aid to key areas in the region 
where it was needed the most:

sustaining life during the Worst drought in 60 Years
 > Two 40-foot containers 

of maize and one 20-foot 
container of powdered 
milk for children were 
shipped to Ethiopia

 > ZF regularly distributed food 
rations to over 100 families 
in the city of Mogadishu, 
the capital of Somalia

More than 500,000 refugees 
of the drought have found 
temporary refuge in Kenya’s 
Dadaab Refugee Camp, which 
was built for only 90,000 
inhabitants.  During Udhiya/
Qurbani ZF distributed fresh 

meat  from 1,500 animals in the 
camp. ZF was the first Muslim 
organization to arrive in Dadaab.

We began supplying food and 
water to Somalis crossing into 
Kenya, and with the support 
of the United Nations, we 
have established a permanent 
presence in the Dadaab Camp. 
Even after the kidnapping of 
foreign aid workers in October 
saw the drastic reduction of aid 
agencies in the camp, thanks to 
our local staff and partnerships, 
ZF has been able to sustain 
and expand its operations 
to continue to serve. 

Left: Kenya— 
Dadaab Refugee 
Camp food 
distribution.

Right: Pakistan—
Pakistani men 
receiving food 
packages after 
severe flooding.

emergencY relief
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Zakat Foundation of America 
(ZF) initiated the Emergency 
Relief Campaign for Pakistan 
Flood Relief in response to 
Pakistan’s worst flood in history 
in July 2010. Over 2,000 people 
were killed and a fifth of the 
country was under water. The 
floods affected 20 million people.

Sadly, floods ravaged the country 
again in August 2011, killing 
nearly 300 and affecting over 8 
million more people.

rebuilding communities after pakistan’s flood
During the second flood, the 
ZF Emergency Relief Team in 
Pakistan reached victims in 
underserved areas that had not 
received any aid. We provided 
food, clean water, tents, and 
other basic needs. We shared the 
Pakistani’s sorrow and helped by 
becoming a source of hope.

Since we launched the Campaign, 
we have sent three shipments 
valued at over $320,000 to 
support the flood victims in 

Pakistan. The containers, packed 
at ZF’s warehouse facility, 
included hygiene products, 
medical supplies, wheelchairs, 
crutches, blankets, bicycles, and 
clothing. With these items, ZF 
can give Pakistan flood victims 
the means they need to begin 
rebuilding their lives and their 
communities. 

emergencY relief Pakistan



seAsOnAl raMadan



Ramadan is a special time for 
Muslims everywhere as we come 
together to practice our faith and 
empower lives through zakat. 
Zakat Foundation of America 
(ZF) is committed to making 
Ramadan special for those who 
are less fortunate by providing 
hot iftars, non-perishable 
food packages, and Eid gifts to 
Muslims around the world.

In 2011, ZF served 351,633 
individuals in 40 different 
countries during the blessed 
month of Ramadan.

The Horn of Africa, made up 
of Djibouti, Eritrea, Ethiopia, 
and Somalia, was hit hard with 
both famine and drought. Last 
Ramadan, ZF focused a large 

Over 350,000 benefited last ramadan in 40 countries

part of its efforts on the Horn 
of Africa by providing aid for 
the people who are suffering 
there. We provided over 100,000 
individuals with hot food and 
fresh meat in Kenya, Ethiopia, 
and Somalia last Ramadan. 
During the blessed month we 
were the first organization 
to provide fresh meat to the 
refugees in the Dadaab Refugee 
Camp in Kenya.

go gReen Ramadan 
campaign

ZF also launched Go Green 
Campaign this Ramadan that 
encouraged Muslims and 
local mosques to avoid over-
consumption and wastefulness. 
The campaign discussed the 

importance of going green, 
provided tips on how to live 
green, and identified resources 
to make it easier for people to 
recycle and conserve.

local iftaRS

Last Ramadan, ZF Social 
Services unit coordinated 
with organizations across 
the country, providing daily 
iftars for people in various 
communities. In the Chicago 
area, over 7,500 meals were 
distributed. ZF also sponsored 
iftars through a local restaurant 
and volunteer cooks provided 
daily meals for the hungry. 

Left: Ghana—Ramadan 
beneficiary making her 
mark before receiving 
food package. Another 
great example of ZF 
efficiency.

Right: Ghana—Children 
receiving Eid gift bags.

during the blessed 
mOnth We Were the 
first OrgAnizAtiOn tO 
prOvide fresh meAt tO 
the refugees in the 
dAdAAb refugee cAmp 
in KenYA.

112011 annual report



zf prOvided OnlY fresh, 
never frOzen, meAt tO 
recipients Of udhiYA/
QurbAni. 

—This is Our Commitment,  
Zakat Foundation of America

uS diStRibution

This Eid-al-Adha ZF marked the holiday by donating 
fresh meat to needy families in Delaware, Baltimore, 
New Jersey, New York, D.C. and Philadelphia. The 
ZF East Coast office partnered with organizations 
and mosques in each state during this year’s meat 
drive. ZF distributed the fresh Udhiya/Qurbani 
meat to member organizations that then disbursed 
the packages to families that had requested the 
extra help. ZF also distributed meat to individuals 
and homeless shelters in Delaware, Baltimore, New 
Jersey, New York, D.C., and Philadelphia who had 
requested help during the Eid holiday season.

Over the years, ZF has formed partnerships 
with local farms and community leaders in every 
country that we serve. We consistently support 
local sustainable farming to promote the growth 
of small communities around the world.

udhiYA/Qurbani 2011/1432: 100,000 families served in 41 countries
This Udhiya/Qurbani season, Zakat Foundation of America (ZF) provided fresh meat to more 
people than ever before. We purchased and distributed over 5,500 Udhiya/Qurbani in 41 different 
countries. We shared the blessed tradition of the Prophet (swt) with 100,000 families.

middle eaSt & HoRn of afRica

Through careful planning, relationship building, 
and strategic partnerships, ZF has been able to 
ensure that proper Islamic guidelines were followed 
from donation to distribution. We were able to most 
efficiently provide Udhiya/Qurbani to beneficiaries 
all over the world: from areas under political unrest, 
such as Syria and Libya, to areas experiencing 
famine and drought, like Somalia and Ethiopia.

ouR continued commitment

ZF provided only fresh, never frozen, meat to 
recipients of Udhiya/Qurbani. ZF purchased 
healthy livestock from local farmers in each 
country and all the goats, sheep, and cows were 
well-maintained throughout the entire program. 
As an organization that has facilitated an easy 
and Islamic way to give charity for 10 years, ZF 
provides a trustworthy means for Muslims to 
fulfill their religious obligations and share those 
benefits with the people who need it the most. 

Below: Kenya—Dadaab Refugee Camp Udhiya/
Qurbani food distribution.

Right: Bangladesh—Elderly man smiles with the 
joy for the blessing of fresh Udhiya/Qurbani meat.
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sAdAQA JAriYAh clinics



new clinics for underserved communities in Kenya, bangladesh & lebanon

Bangladesh and Lebanon 
were two regions where we 
expanded our healthcare 
program to underserved 
communities in 2011. 

bangladeSH

In Dhaka, Bangladesh, ZF 
has provided medical care for 
people of the Hazaribag slums 
since 2009. ZF’s clinic provides 
poor women and children with 
medical consultations, health 
advice, immunizations, and 
medication for a nominal fee 
of 10 Bangladeshi taka—the 
equivalent of 12 cents—in order 
to relegate overcrowding for the 
clinic’s high-demand services.
 
Nur Jahan is a 78-year old 
regular patient at the Dhaka 
clinic, where she receives 
treatment for chronic muscle 
pain and headaches. It is rare for 
Nur Jahan to eat a full meal in a 
day, so the opportunity to have 
medical care at ZF’s clinic is a 
blessing for both her and her son.
 
lebanon
Healthcare is a growing and 
crucial need for more than 9,000 
Syrian refugees, thousands of 
Palestinian refugees, and for 

impoverished locals in Lebanon. 
ZF’s first clinic in Lebanon, Al-
Rahma, is dedicated to serving 
Palestinian refugees. In September 
2011, ZF launched its second clinic 
in Wadi Khalid, Lebanon, Al-
Rahma II, to serve Syrian refugees 
near the border.
 
To reach those who are not able 
to get to the two facilities we are 
in the process of adding a mobile 
clinic to the Lebanese health 
services. While we serve as many 
people as possible, we are trying 
to increase our healthcare efforts 
every day. 

Kenya

In Kenya, Zakat Foundation of 
America funded three Mobile 
Health Clinics in the cities of 
Matete, Matungu and Mount 
Elgon. The three cities were 
chosen because of the desperate 
need for help in those areas.

Since travel is done by foot, 
some residents have to walk 
miles in the heat in search of 
medical care. Some, like pregnant 
mothers, children and the elderly, 
are unable to cover the distances 
and either forgo medical care 
or are transported by their sick 
relatives on donkeys and cows 

amidst the rainy weather and 
rugged terrain. Many of them, 
after reaching the medical 
centers, are unable to afford the 
services and medicine.

 
ZF stepped in to provide free 
medical services through Mobile 
Health Clinics in rural areas. Each 
Mobile Health Clinic provided the 
following services:

 > Disease examination / 
diagnosis & patient referrals

 > Mobile pharmacy for the 
delivery of medicine

 > Family medicine and 
planning, maternity ward & 
immunization of children 

 > HIV testing and counseling

 > Malaria treatment

 > Nutrition therapy 

At zAKAt fOundAtiOn Of AmericA We 
believe thAt Access tO heAlthcAre  
is A bAsic humAn right.

Top: Kenya—woman getting 
her blood pressure checked.

Bottom Left: Lebanon—
Nurse examining a young boy.

Bottom Right: Bangladesh—
Doctors weigh a baby as part 
of a general health exam.



MosQUessAdAQA JAriYAh



“Whoever builds a Mosque 
for the sake of Allah, Allah 
will build for him a house in 
Paradise.” —Bukhari

Sadaqa Jariyah, or perpetual 
charity, gives benefits beyond 
the lifetime of the person who 
performs it. Zakat Foundation 
of America (ZF) helps donors 
extend the life of their good 
deeds through its Sadaqa 
Jariyah Program. In 2011 
we were able to build three 
mosques in underdeveloped and 
underserved communities.

ZF helped a Kenyan town build 
their first permanent mosque in 
Spring 2011. The mosque, which 
opened on April 1st in Sangalo 
town, was celebrated as a major 
accomplishment. Before ZF’s 
construction of the new mosque, 
villagers would congregate in an 
old building with a leaky roof and 
other structural problems. 

The trust and unity exhibited 
by Muslims throughout the 
project, as well as ZF’s generous 
donation, was acknowledged by 
the District Social Development 
Officer at the opening ceremony. 
He stated that the mosque 
construction project was aligned 
with the government’s policy 
of demand-driven development 
and it promoted the harnessing 
of local resources for community 
development.

building change in muslim communities
Building schools, mosques, homes, 
and clinics in impoverished 
communities are a few ways 
ZF continues to create lasting 
change around the world.

The construction of a second 
mosque in another impoverished 
community of Kenya was 
completed just in time for 
Ramadan. In early 2011, the 
Muslims of the mountainous 
region of Cheptais approached ZF 
with the objective of constructing 
a mosque that would enable 
them to perform their prayer 
in a comfortable environment 
year-round. Since the mosque 
completion, devotees no longer 
have to pray under trees or at a 
makeshift mosque.

A third community that 
benefited from ZF’s Sadaqa 
Jariyah Program is in the town 
of Jugboi, Ghana. The villagers’ 
existing mosque could no longer 
accommodate all the members 
of their community. ZF has built 
a mosque for the town of Jugboi 
that will provide a beautiful place 
of worship for years to come.

ZF donors who gave to the 
Sadaqa Jariyah program provided 
a perpetual gift of charity, and 
by building a mosque, generated 
endless blessings from the 
Almighty (swt). 

Ghana—Jugboi 
Mosque after 
completion.
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Zakat Foundation of America 
(ZF) initiates long-term solutions 
that foster development and 
growth of communities around 
the world. Water filtration 
systems, agricultural programs, 
and the lending of microcredit 
are a few of the ways ZF has 
made it possible for people in 
impoverished communities to 
help and support themselves.

gHana

In Ghana, ZF started a cassava 
cooperative, giving women an 

empowering communities through 
development and microcredit

opportunity to grow the cassava 
plant and sell it in order to earn 
a living. Cassava plays a crucial 
role in the lives of millions of 
people in Ghana because it is a 
key source of carbohydrates, can 
remain in the ground for up to 
two years, and needs relatively 
little water. Because of ZF’s 
efforts, Abiba Yukubu, a member 
of the cassava cooperative, 
says she is now able to afford 
schooling for her six children.

ZF has also implemented a 
microcredit system to jump-start 
the lives of people in need. 
Microcredit, or the lending 
of small, interest-free loans 
to people who use the money 
to generate income through 
small businesses, is an effective 
method to promote growth 
within impoverished nations. 
ZF extended microcredit to 
women in Ghana who were 
able to successfully establish 
a vegetable co-op to grow and 
sell their own yams, a staple 
vegetable in the region.

Ghana—Villagers 
processing 
cassavas grown in 
the cooperative.
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Haiti

In March, ZF began a water 
filter distribution program in 
response to the need for clean 
water in Haiti. Access to safe 
water for drinking, farming, and 
bathing is a huge challenge for 
most Haitians and is a problem 
that has persisted since before 
the 2010 earthquake. Those 
who cannot afford to pay for 
clean water are forced to use 
polluted streams or rivers. ZF 
arranged for water filters to 
be produced at a local factory 
in southern Haiti using local 
materials and employing local 
staff. Because they were locally 
produced, each filter came with 
clear instructions in Creole 
and infographics for people 
who cannot read. ZF was able 
to serve the Haitians’ needs at 
all stages of this project by this 
strong partnership with local 
organizers.

Programs such as these are 
the most effective ways to help 
people to help themselves. 

give a man a fiSH 
and you feed Him 
foR a day. teacH a 
man to fiSH and you 
feed Him foR life.

—chinese proverb

Haiti—Beneficiaries 
happy to receive new 

water filters to purify 
drinking water.
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improving food and Water security for Years to come
Access to safe water is an issue for millions of people in many developing countries. The World Health 
Organization estimates that more than one in six people worldwide–894 million–do not have access to 
adequate amounts of safe freshwater. Water is critical in food production and in sustaining our lives. ZF 
built wells and sponsored creative food production schemes in regions where access to water is difficult.

Haiti
Haiti is one country where 
access to clean water is a daily 
problem for local inhabitants. 
Haiti has been through a lot over 
the past few years, including an 
earthquake that took between 
200,000 and 250,000 lives, 
frequent hurricanes, and political 
upheaval. Four out of five 
Haitians live in poverty and more 
than half live in abject poverty.
 
Zakat Foundation of America 
(ZF) has helped Haitians rebuild 
their lives and their country. In 
April 2010, ZF began supporting 
the Haiti Farm Cooperative in 
the town of Thomonde, which 
covers 60 acres of land. With the 
support of ZF the cooperative 
purchased a tractor that was 
greatly needed, dug a well to 
help ensure that crops would 
survive during the dry season, 
and purchased seeds for planting. 
A total of 12,000 plantain trees, 
potatoes, and yucca were planted 
on the farm shortly after ZF’s 
contribution.
 

Zambia
Zambia is another country where 
ZF is dedicated to rebuilding 
from the ground up. In Zambia, 
ZF initiated a program called 
Pass on an Animal. ZF purchased 
33 goats and distributed them 
among nine families. The 
beneficiaries agreed to pass off 
the offspring to other community 
members so they could continue 
breeding and passing off 
livestock to the rest of the 
community. Before the program 
began, the families were trained 
to implement the program by 
visiting a neighboring village 
that took part in the program. 
The most valuable lesson was how 
to continue the program once 
the sponsorship ended. Through 
cooperation and formulation of 
community by-laws, the livestock 
herding flourished, improving 
both income and food security 
for years to come.

new mexico—native 
ameRican ReSeRvation
In 2011 ZF carried out a food 
distribution and a needs 
assessment program at a Native 
American reservation in Torreon, 
New Mexico. The people on 
the reservation live in simple 
structures without running 
water, heat, or electricity. The 
reservation is ridden with high 
unemployment rates, low-quality 
education, and low-quality 
healthcare. 
 
ZF met with Native American 
and local government 
representatives to discuss the 
most pressing needs of the 
community and ways by which 
their quality of life could be 
improved. Members of the 
Navajo nation also slaughtered 
sheep donated by ZF and 
distributed it to 30 needy 
families on the reservation. 
Over 100 people benefited 
from the meat, as well as from 
packages of beans and rice 
intended to last each family 
for at least one month. 

Haiti—Farm cooperative. Pass on an Animal program. New Mexico—Two young children excited to 
see ZF food distribution.
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eaSt coaSt office 

In 2011 ZF opened an office 
in Delaware to respond to the 
need for social services on the 
East Coast. The high rate of 
unemployment and inequity in 
education found in the region 
prompted the opening of this 
satellite office. Government 
aid such as food stamps and 
Medicaid are temporary 
solutions, but are often not 
enough to run a household. This 
is where ZF steps in.

The ZF East Coast office provides 
several social services locally, 
and also serves impoverished 
communities in neighboring 
states. Some of the services 
offered include:

 > A mobile soup kitchen & 
food pantry

 > Tutoring for K-12 students, 
SAT preparation, adult 
ESL courses, and other 
educational activities

 > Disaster Relief Training

 > A Foster Parenting 
Certification Program, 
offered in collaboration 
with government agencies, 
is aimed at increasing the 
number of Muslim families 
certified as foster parents

serving Our community at home: Education, Food Distribution & Disaster Relief

While Zakat Foundation of America (ZF) has made headway internationally, it has also focused 
on improvement right here at home. 

national emeRgency 
Relief

In response to deadly tornadoes 
and thunderstorms that ripped 
through the Southern United 
States in April 2011, ZF launched 
its USA Tornado & Flood Disaster 
Relief Campaign to provide 
aid for people in Alabama and 
other states devastated by the 
severe weather. Through this 
Campaign, ZF is working to 
provide permanent housing, 
job assistance, and repairing 
destroyed buildings and schools.

food aid 

ZF has served at-risk 
communities since 2001, where 
residents are either unable to 
purchase food or are unable 
to buy enough to feed their 
families. ZF provides hot meals 
and fresh produce in low-income 
communities by collaborating 
with local charities or serving 
food at local mosques in the 
Chicagoland area year-round.

bacKpacK pRogRam 

Since 2001 ZF has run 
a Backpack Program for 
impoverished children both here 
in the US and around the world. 
Local students gather at the ZF 
offices to pack backpacks with 
new, school supplies that are then 
distributed before the beginning 
of each school year. When our 
young volunteers get involved 
you can see the excitement on 
their faces and their smiles are 
almost as big as the kids who 
receive the backpacks.

education—SuSa

The School of Unity for Scholastic 
Advancement (SUSA) began 
in April 2010, in order to 
provide the Chicago Suburban 
South Side Community with 
information essential to entering 
the workforce. SUSA’s English 
language classes, citizenship 
classes, GED classes, and career 
workshops provide students with 
the skills that they need to secure 
successful careers. 

SUSA is currently located 
in Bridgeview, Illinois and 
through this free program, ZF is 
educating and empowering local 
adults to secure their education 
for a better future. 

USA—Two 
young girls smile 
with excitement 
about their new 

backpacks.
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paKiStan 
—afgHani RefugeeS

ZF’s Rumi International School 
is one example of our dedication. 
Rumi serves a community of 
Afghan immigrants in the 
Northwest Frontier Province of 
Pakistan. The approximately 700 
students that attend Rumi are 
from families who have sought 
refuge in Pakistan from the 
war and political and economic 
instability in their homeland.

To help build the future of 
Afghans in Afghanistan, ZF 
sponsored the living expenses 

and tuition over 400 university students. We gave 
students at several Afghan universities housing 
assistance and small stipends to offset the expense 
of educational materials and of living away from 
home. These educational sponsorships make a 
tremendous difference in the lives of Afghan 
youth, for whom the expenses of room and board 
made completing their college educations difficult.

gHana

In Ghana, ZF offers free sewing classes to people 
who want to learn sewing as a trade. Students train 
for six months learning basic, intermediate, and 
advanced sewing skills. After passing requisite 
exams and receiving their diplomas, students are 
given their own sewing machines from ZF to help 
them start their own business. Some students have 
made enough profit from their sewing skills that 
they were able to not only support their families 
but to open up their own sewing shops as well.

india

In India, ZF runs the Computer Literacy Project 
(ZFCLP), a program solely for women and children 
from underprivileged homes. ZFCLP provides 
computer education to people who may not 

empowering the disadvantaged with highly marketable skills

otherwise have access to a computer, teaches skills 
necessary for the job market, and trains students 
how to interview successfully for jobs. This year 
all 35 female graduates were able to secure jobs in 
data entry, teaching, accounting, call centers, and 
secretarial work because of the computer skills 
learned at the ZFCLP.

ZF is dedicated to creating programs that help 
people provide for their families and their futures. 

Zakat Foundation of America (ZF) believes that education is a human right; we are committed to educating children 
and adults from impoverished communities in order to ensure that they have a chance towards a brighter future. ZF 
builds schools and develops educational programs throughout the world.

Above: Pakistan 
—Children at the 
Rumi International 
School prepare for 
their day.

Right Above: 
India—Young girls 
taking lessons at 
ZFCLP.

Right Below: 
Ghana—Young 
girl learning how 
to sew.
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Through its Orphan and Orphanage Sponsorship Programs, 
Zakat Foundation of America (ZF) has provided helpless 
orphans with the support they need in order to build better 
lives. ZF has taken children off the streets, literally, and placed 
them with guardians or orphanages where they have been able 
to get the proper care and love they need to grow.

It’s hard to imagine growing up without a parent to care for 
you, but the reality is that there are millions of children who 
have become orphans as a result of war, natural disasters, 
poverty, and famine.

Each year ZF’s Orphan and Orphanage Sponsorship Program 
has grown to include more children. By 2011, ZF donors 
sponsored a record 724 orphans in countries such as Palestine, 
Ghana, Morocco, Sri Lanka, Lebanon, Turkey, and Bangladesh. 
Through the Orphan and Orphanage Sponsorship Program, 
ZF donors provide food, clothing, education and healthcare for 
these special children who have no one else to care for them. 

making a lasting difference in the lives of over 700 Orphans

Bangladesh—ZF’s Bangladesh office held 
its annual sports day for children. All pre-
kindergarten and kindergarten students 
participated in various outdoor events.  
Joy and enthusiasm lit up each child’s face.
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July 1, 2011

Halil Demir
The Zakat Foundation of America
P.O. Box 639
Worth , IL 60482

Dear Halil Demir: 

On behalf of Charity Navigator, I wish to congratulate The Zakat Foundation of America on achieving our coveted
4-star rating for sound fiscal management.

As the nonprofit sector continues to grow at an unprecedented pace, savvy donors are demanding more accountability,
transparency and quantifiable results from the charities they choose to support with their hard-earned dollars. In this
competitive philanthropic marketplace, Charity Navigator, America's premier charity evaluator, highlights the fine
work of efficient charities such as your own, and provides donors with essential information needed to give them
greater confidence in the charitable choices they make.

Based on the most recent financial information available, we have calculated a new rating for your organization. We
are proud to announce The Zakat Foundation of America has earned our third consecutive 4-star rating for its ability to
efficiently manage and grow its finances. Only 13% of the charities we rate have received at least 3 consecutive 4-star
evaluations, indicating that The Zakat Foundation of America consistently executes its mission in a fiscally
responsible way, and outperforms most other charities in America. This “exceptional” designation from Charity
Navigator differentiates The Zakat Foundation of America from its peers and demonstrates to the public it is worthy of
their trust.  

Forbes, Business Week, and Kiplinger's Financial Magazine, among others, have profiled and celebrated our unique
method of applying data-driven analysis to the charitable sector. We evaluate ten times more charities than our nearest
competitor and currently attract more visitors to our website than all other charity rating groups combined, thus making
us the leading charity evaluator in America. Our irrefutable data shows that users of our site gave more than they
planned to before viewing our findings, and in fact, it is estimated that last year Charity Navigator influenced over $10
billion in charitable gifts.

We believe our service will enhance your organization's fundraising and public relations efforts. Our favorable review
of The Zakat Foundation of America's fiscal health will be visible on our website as of July 1st.

We wish you the best in all of your charitable endeavors.

Sincerely,

Ken Berger
President & Chief Executive Officer

 

*
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2.42%   fundraising 

3.16%  administrative 

94.42%  program Services

zakat foundation of America has been able to increase 
its efficiency of every dollar donated from 93.1 cents in 
2010 to 94.42 cents in 2011.

By the grace of Allah, and the generous support of our donors and volunteers, ZF has been able to 
provide consistent relief and development efforts to those in most need. ZF takes pride in careful 
management and distribution of funds raised. 

India—Beneficiaries 
receiving Udhiya/Qurbani 
distribution.
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March 15, 2012
Page 2

INDEPENDENT AUDITORS’ REPORT

To the Board of Directors
The Zakat Foundation of America

We have audited the accompanying statements of financial position of The Zakat
Foundation of America (a not-for-profit organization) as of June 30, 2011 and 2010 and
the related statements of activities, functional expenses, and cash flows for the years
then ended. These financial statements are the responsibility of The Zakat Foundation
of America’s management. Our responsibility is to express an opinion on these
financial statements based on our audits. 

We conducted our audits in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in
the United States of America. Those standards require that we plan and perform the
audits to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements are free
of material misstatement. An audit includes examining, on a test basis, evidence
supporting the amounts and disclosures in the financial statements. An audit also
includes assessing the accounting principles used and significant estimates made by
management, as well as evaluating the overall financial statement presentation. We
believe that our audits provide a reasonable basis for our opinion.

In our opinion, the financial statements referred to above present fairly, in all material
respects, the financial position of The Zakat Foundation of America as of June 30, 2011
and 2010 and the changes in its net assets and its cash flows for the years then ended,
in conformity with accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of
America.
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See Accompanying Notes To The Financial Statements.
Page 4

THE ZAKAT FOUNDATION OF AMERICA
STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES

FOR THE YEAR ENDED JUNE 30, 2011

UNRESTRICTED
TEMPORARILY

RESTRICTED
PERMANENTLY

RESTRICTED TOTAL

PUBLIC SUPPORT AND 
REVENUES

Contributions $ 3,667,146 $ 0 $ 0 $ 3,667,146
Donated Goods 262,367 0 0 262,367
Miscellaneous Income 15,020 0 0 15,020
Net Assets Released from

Restrictions 0 0 0 0

TOTAL PUBLIC SUPPORT AND 
REVENUES 3,944,533 0 0 3,944,533

EXPENSES
Program Services

Emergency Aid 1,084,515 0 0 1,084,515
Seasonal Programs 715,276 0 0 715,276
Orphan Scholarship 640,852 0 0 640,852
Education 401,742 0 0 401,742
Development 247,780 0 0 247,780
Program Support 177,936 0 0 177,936

Total Program Services 3,268,101 0 0 3,268,101
Management and General 109,363 0 0 109,363
Fundraising 83,753 0 0 83,753

TOTAL EXPENSES 3,461,217 0 0 3,461,217

CHANGE IN NET ASSETS 483,316 0 0 483,316

NET ASSETS,

BEGINNING OF YEAR 886,429 0 0 886,429

END OF YEAR $ 1,369,745 $ 0 $ 0 $ 1,369,745

FUND ALLOCATION

SEASONAL PROGRAMS21.89%

ORPHAN SCHOLARSHIP19.61%

EDUCATION12.29%

EMERGENCY AID33.18%

PROGRAM SUPPORT5.44%

DEVELOPMENT7.58%

ZF is committed to showing the 

inclusive beauty of Islam and does 

not discriminate in offering access 

to its programs on the basis of 

race, color, gender, national origin, 

age, religion, creed, or disability.
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Bangladesh—ZF’s Bangladesh office held its annual 
sports day for children. All pre-kindergarten and 
kindergarten students participated in various outdoor 
events. Joy and enthusiasm lit up each child’s face.


