
The Leader in Empowering Lives through Zakat

2010 ANNUAL REPORT

Interactive PDF. Click headings to link to sections and web resources. 
Click the blue home icon to navigate back to the table of contents.

http://www.charitynavigator.org/index.cfm?bay=search.summary&orgid=10986


2 3www.zakat.org 2010 Annual Report

2.2% Fundraising

4.7% Administrative

93.1% Program Services

By the grace of Allah, and the generous support of our donors and volunteers, 
Zakat Foundation of America has been able to provide consistent relief and 
development efforts to those in need, as well as improve the quality of our 
program services and increase our fundraising efficiency.

2010 FINANCIAL STATEMENT

Cover: Kenya–Tailoring School  
supported by ZF for Somali 
refugee girls & women

Spread: Burkina Faso–  
meat package distribution  
during Eid ul Adha

In 2010, 93 cents of every dollar donated 
went directly into our programs.

2010 FINANCIAL STATEMENT

http://www.zakat.org
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Zakat Foundation of America (ZF) is an 
international charity organization that helps 
generous and caring people reach out to those in 
need. Our goal is to address the immediate needs 
and ensure the self-reliance of the poorest people 
around the world, with the Zakat and Sadaqa 
dollars of privileged Muslims and the support of 
other generous donors.

We believe that those whom God has granted 
wealth need to cleanse that wealth through 
charity, and those whom God has tried with loss 
are accorded a rightful share from the resources  
of the affluent.

Mission
ZF fosters charitable giving to alleviate the 
immediate needs of poor communities and to 
establish long-term development projects that 
ensure individual and community growth.

ZF accomplishes its mission by:

•	 Bringing immediate relief during and after 
man-made and natural disasters; building and 
supporting schools, orphanages and healthcare 
clinics; supporting community development 
programs and micro-credit; providing Ramadan 
Iftars, food distribution, and fresh meat 
distribution for Udhiya/Qurbani and Aqeeqah 
through the support of community-based 
initiatives;

•	 Serving as a trusted Zakat and Sadaqa resource 
center for our Muslim donors;

•	 Serving as a trusted charity option for all 
donors through financial transparency 
and strict standards of efficiency and 
accountability;

•	 Minimizing expenses by maintaining a small 
administrative staff;

•	 Maximizing donations by establishing 
strategic partnerships.

ABOUT US

For more information about our organization, our team, or for 
questions about how you can support our efforts, contact us:

Zakat Foundation of America 
P.O. Box 639, Worth, IL 60482 
1.888.ZAKAT.US toll free 
708.233.0555 phone 
708.233.0339 fax 
info@zakat.org 
www.zakat.org

As a 501(c) (3) Non-Profit Organization, all of your donations  
are U.S. Tax Exempt. ID#: 36-4476244
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FROM THE DIRECTOR

Dear Supporter, 
Assalaamu Alaykum.

When the earthquake struck Haiti killing over 230,000 people, I led 
a ZF team to Haiti the next day. The destruction and human tragedy 
that occurred cannot be explained. Millions of people were homeless. 
Everyone was in the streets in fear of the earthquakes after shock. 
There was no food, water, or medicine.

While we were distributing food in Port au Prince, Haiti’s capital, people 
would surround the delivery trucks in thousands after hearing that 
food and water was on its way. One of these trucks happened to be ours. 
To avoid getting hurt, I thought that we should drive away and return 
to the same location once the situation has calmed down. I said to the 
driver, “Move! Move fast!” While I was trying to move out of the crowd 
to get to the truck, a man held both of my hands and looked deep into my 
eyes, crying and said “Sir, please sir do not drive away. My children are hungry. We have not had food for three 
days!” For a moment my children came to my mind, and I imagined how it would feel if I could not feed them 
for three days. I froze and became speechless! I looked at the thousands of hungry children around me. These 
are moments that motivate us to do our utmost to serve those in need. By the grace of God and your generous 
support, we are still feeding children in Haiti. Assisting others is not a job to us, it is a lifestyle.

Tragedy around the world is never ending. The war in Afghanistan; the flood in Pakistan; the occupation in 
Palestine and in Kashmir; hunger, poverty, famine, droughts and wars in Africa. We are always there to help 
remove tears and ease pain. You, the tens of thousands of donors, without the help of our Lord and your 
support, we could not have done it. Thank you!

Please know that I am grateful for your trust. I am grateful for sharing our vision and I am grateful that you 
understand that our zakat can and will make changes in the world.

I would like to inform you that we have just launched a new, three year strategic plan. This plan, Insha’Allah 
(God willing) will strengthen our organization, so that we can impact more lives. I ask you kindly to please  
help us implement this plan. I know, by the grace of Allah, our community will join us to make the world a 
better place.

Peace and Blessings.

Khalil Demir
Executive Director 

Khalil in Haiti assisting with relief efforts

http://www.zakat.org
http://www.zakat.org/about_us/
http://www.charitynavigator.org/index.cfm?bay=search.summary&orgid=10986
mailto:info%40zakat.org?subject=ZF%20inquiry%20%28linked%20from%20Annual%20Report%29
http://www.zakat.org
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Assalaamu Alaykum,

We are proud of the progress Zakat Foundation (ZF) has achieved throughout 2010. It has been a year 
of continued growth and expansion for our organization. ZF’s commitment to delivering assistance to 
communities, affected by conflict and natural disasters, continues to grow.

ZF remains committed to enabling people and their communities to live in dignity and independence. This 
is shown through our continued presence in our development and emergency relief programs. Last year, we 
saw an increased distribution of expenditure to over 1.6 million, a growth of 66% from 2009. Our largest 
expenditure, over 2 million, was allocated to health care across the world.

Throughout 2010, ZF has assisted people affected by the earthquake in Haiti, the devastating flood in 
Pakistan, and the drought in Niger. ZF has also assisted refugees and internally displaced people in Pakistan, 
Indonesia, Lebanon and Sudan, while also providing them with clean water and shelter. Where there is a need, 
ZF is there to assist.

Despite global economic difficulties throughout 2010, donations from the community continued to increase. 
This showed the remarkable spirit of generosity and kindness from our donors during very challenging times. 
The support of our donors enabled us to not only provide emergency relief, but to also undertake programs 
that offer people in need a genuine opportunity for a brighter future. The organization continued to promote 
economic empowerment by providing the right to an education, and has also supported over 800 orphans and 
poor children through the Orphan Sponsorship Program.

As new challenges await us, we will endeavor to tackle global poverty. As an organization, ZF will continue 
to seek new frontiers, and empower communities from all faiths and backgrounds to become productive  
and self-reliant.

Finally, I would like to extend my most sincere thanks to the staff and volunteers for their hard work and 
commitment throughout 2010. I would also like to acknowledge the work of our partner organizations, which 
continue to support ZF through the implementation of long-term sustainable programs. Last, but not least, I 
would like to give a heartfelt thank you to all our donors who help to make our vision a reality.

Sincerely,

Hasan Arslan, Ph. D. 
President

FROM THE PRESIDENT

Nourishing Niger  
Through Famine and Drought

EMERGENCY RELIEF

In June of 2010, Zakat Foundation 
of America (ZF) began a four-month 
campaign to tackle massive scale 
starvation spurred by a drought in Niger, 
West Africa. This crisis, which was much 
worse than the 2005 famine that hit the 
country, reached a magnitude that was 
previously unheard of, according to the 
United Nations.

ZF, in coordination with its local partner, 
worked in the Agadez region of Niger 
delivering important food goods such 
as rice, millet, sugar, cowpeas and salt 
to children and their families. The food 
distributions took place in six nomadic 
schools, strategically chosen to reach the 
largest amount of people. More than two 
hundred and twenty families were reached 
by these life-sustaining food goods. 

Schools were intentionally chosen as 
distribution sites in order to increase  
school attendance rates. Hungry children 
were provided with much needed 
nourishment that enabled them to focus 
on their studies, rather than on their 
next meal. Aid was also given in the form 
of feed for animals of needy families, 
to help keep their livestock alive during 
the drought. As nomadic people, their 
animals are crucial to maintaining their 
food supplies and increasing their abilities 
of becoming self sufficient.

Niger–Ntideynawen School students 
at ZF 2010 famine food distribution

http://www.zakat.org
http://www.zakat.org/where_we_work/country/niger/
http://www.zakat.org/where_we_work/country/niger/
http://www.zakat.org/where_we_work/country/niger/
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“The effort in Haiti included physicians 
and relief works from the Islamic Medical 
Association of North America, Islamic 
Relief and the Zakat Foundation. As one of 
the volunteers in the effort stated, ‘We are 
commended by our creator to help a fellow 
man in need. The Quran states very clearly 
that to save one human life is as equivalent as 
saving all humanity. I cannot imagine a more 
inspiring lesson for all of us.’” 
 —John Brennan, Presidential Assistant in National Security for 
Homeland Security and Counter Terrorism

Zakat Foundation of America (ZF) 
has come up with a unique model for 
empowerment, due to the tremendous 
challenges brought about in Haiti, 
after the earthquake that struck on 
January 12th, 2010. Our overall goal 
is not only to provide relief, but to 
also improve the quality of life for 
the Haitian people in general. 

Our work in Haiti began a year and a half 
before the earthquake, with its support 
of a feeding program for children who 
are living in extreme poverty in Port 
au Prince. These previously established, 
on-site connections facilitated a quick 
emergency response to the earthquake 
and allowed for the development of 
multifaceted programs to address the 
multitude of needs in the neglected 
Caribbean country. This includes the 
purchasing of needed machinery for a 
Haitian farm cooperative to promote 
local farming and lessen the dependency 
on food aid, and the opening of a sewing 
center in a camp for internally displaced 
persons in Port au Prince. The classes 
allow women in the camps to acquire 
the skills that may be utilized later for 
financial self-sufficiency, while also 
offering them a distraction from the  
daily drudgery of camp life.

ZF is also actively coordinating an Orphan 
Sponsorship Program for our orphaned 
Haitian children, living in the orphanages 
in Port au Prince and Carrefour. This 
program allows these children to lead 
lives of dignity, by eating regularly and 
attending school, as all children should be 
able to do.

Changing Lives in Haiti

■■ First Muslim organization 
to arrive in Haiti

■■ 700 children fed daily through 
the St. Clare Feeding Program

■■ Established a food distribution 
center feeding 2,000-3,000 
regularly following the earthquake 

■■ Established a clinic which 
provided medical care and 
supplies to thousands

■■ Established Haiti Earthquake 
Resistant Housing Experts’ 
Roundtable Conference, herher.org

■■ Distributed food packages during 
Ramadan and fresh meat during 
Eid ul-Adha in Port au Prince

■■ Provided equipment and funds 
for seeds to Farm Cooperative

Quick Facts

“My message for Zakat Foundation of America supporters 
and those who support goodwill is continue to give. Your 
donation reaches people directly. I was able to see the 
logistics and they are seamless. The money translates 
into food and products; the food and products reaches 
the people; all in one effective try.”
 —Ahmed Rehab, Executive Director of CAIR-Chicago 

Haiti–Child receiving food at ZF 
sponsored food program

EMERGENCY RELIEF

http://www.zakat.org
http://www.zakat.org/where_we_work/country/haiti/
http://www.zakat.org/where_we_work/country/niger/
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“Our team went to see some 
villages by boat. We spent about 
two hours with the villagers who 
had been trapped by the flood. All 
their orchards, crops, trees and 
buildings were badly affected. 
The team distributed bottles of 
mineral water to the people who 
only had contaminated water to 
drink. The people appreciated 
Zakat Foundation of America, 
who was the first to visit them.” 
 —Mehmet Tarhan, ZF representative, Pakistan

Quick Facts
■■ Provided immediate relief to 

survivors as ZF representatives were 
in Pakistan during the disaster.

■■ Established a camp in Southern 
Punjab district of Muzaffargarh, 
which cooked daily for 900 survivors

■■ Provided hot food and Iftars during 
Ramadan to thousands of IDP’s in 
multiple locations in Pakistan

■■ Established a temporary medical 
clinic treating survivors in 
camps in Charsaddah

■■ More than 20,000 people fed in 
Pakistan in the months after flooding

■■ Shipped two containers, worth 
more than $150,000, filled with 
medical supplies, hygiene products, 
clothing and other necessities 
to Pakistan for flood victims

Pakistan–ZF representative 
carrying a young flood victim

Heavy monsoon rains caused historic flash 
flooding and landslides in Pakistan’s northwestern 
Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa Province, contributing 
to the death of at least 1,750 people, washing 
away the homes and belongings of hundreds of 
thousands, and forcing at least two million others 
to flee their homes.

Zakat Foundation of America has addressed the 
immediate needs of flood survivors by providing 
much needed food, clothing and shelters in 
four key districts in Pakistan including: Swabi, 
Nowshera, Charasadda and Swat Valley. More 
than 250,000 people were affected by the flood 
waters in those areas and were in desperate 
need of help that was coming very slowly 
from Pakistan’s government officials. In total, 
Pakistan’s flood crisis affected the lives of over 
15 million people, with at least six million people 
needing life-saving humanitarian assistance.

Reviving Pakistan  
After The Flood

EMERGENCY RELIEF

http://www.zakat.org
http://www.zakat.org/where_we_work/country/pakistan/
http://www.zakat.org/where_we_work/country/pakistan/
http://www.zakat.org/where_we_work/country/niger/
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Throughout the blessed days of Ramadan, 
Zakat Foundation of America (ZF) 
distributed hot iftars, non-perishable 
food packages, and Eid Gifts to 229,892 
individuals in 32 countries, including 
flood victims in Pakistan and earthquake 
victims in Haiti. The number of ZF’s 
beneficiaries has doubled in comparison 
to last year, thanks to the support of our 
donors. Beneficiaries expressed their 
gratitude to the donors who have not 
forgotten them. It was from Allah’s (swt) 
mercy that ZF’s Ramadan Program grew 
to benefit more people in struggling 
communities this year.

In 2010, ten Chicagoland area mosques 
received freshly cooked iftar (breaking 
fast) meals daily throughout the month 
of Ramadan. These mosques were chosen 
because of their location in disadvantaged 

neighborhoods and their commitment 
to being socially relevant in their 
communities. Meals were either donated 
by local restaurants, ZF volunteers, 
or purchased and delivered through 
coordination with the ZF Social  
Services Department. 

ZF has shared the blessing of Ramadan 
with needy communities across the 
United States by sponsoring iftar 
meals at mosques in Washington D.C, 
Pennsylvania, Delaware, New York, 
Michigan, Minnesota, and Virginia. 

In total twenty-three mosques, 
community centers and a homeless 
shelter received support from ZF to 
provide warm meals and food packages to 
the needy in Ramadan. 

More than 200,000 Hungry  
and Needy Benefited Worldwide

RAMADAN 2010/1431

■■ 229,892 beneficiaries received hot 
iftar dinners, food packages and 
Eid Gifts throughout the month of 
Ramadan

■■ ZF programs provided food for 
minority Muslim communities in 
countries such as Sri Lanka, The 
Philippines, China, India, Kenya, 
and Thailand

■■ In the US, thousands of iftar 
dinners were delivered to needy 
Muslims at mosques in over 23 
locations in eight states

Quick Facts

Hubli, India–Children with 
Ramadan food packages

Hubli, India– 
Children receiving 
Ramadan Iftar meal

http://www.zakat.org
http://www.zakat.org/what_we_do/program/ramadan/
http://www.zakat.org/what_we_do/program/ramadan/
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During the 2010/1431 Udhiya/Qurbani 
season, donors and supporters of Zakat 
Foundation of America (ZF) provided 
fresh meat to an estimated 99,840 hungry 
and needy families in 37 countries. From 
blockaded Gaza and famine-stricken 
Niger, to Kashmir and Pattani, Thailand, 
many beneficiaries enjoyed the blessing of 
fresh meat for the first time in years. 

Through careful planning and 
partnership, ZF was able to ensure 
that the proper Islamic guidelines were 
followed as we provided healthy, well-
maintained cows, sheep, and goats to our 
worldwide Udhiya/Qurbani Program.

Each year, we look to strengthen our 
presence in some of the world’s poorest 
communities, while forming relationships 
with local farmers and community leaders. 
Our intention is to facilitate the religious 
obligation of Muslim donors and to share 
their outcomes with the poor, all while 
promoting local sustainable farming, 
so that a community may experience 
positive growth.

Sharing the Tradition of the 
Prophets with 99,840 Families

UDHIYA 2010/1431

■■ 99,840 needy families in 37 
countries received fresh meat 
in celebration of Eid ul-Adha

■■ Udhiya/Qurbani meat 
provided relief aid to victims 
of the Mount Merapi Volcano 
eruption in Indonesia 

■■ Distributed fresh meat to 
thousands in cooperation 
with Muslim social service 
organizations in the US

Quick Facts
Kenya–woman receiving fresh 

meat from ZF volunteer

Sango, Kenya–A grateful beneficiary 
receiving a fresh meat package

“When a Muslim visits another Muslim there is a great 
blessing. Zakat Foundation of America blessed me with 
this visit. I pray Allah (swt) blesses you too. You brought 
joy to an aged Muslim, I pray Allah (swt) brings joy to 
you and every donor of yours. Islam is a religion of peace 
and brotherhood, this Eid day coming to me you proved 
this brotherhood. I pray Allah (swt) blesses you and your 
donors for their generosity.” 
 —Br. Mango’li Wamalwa Machini-Ramadan , age 83,  Mateka, Kenya

http://www.zakat.org
http://www.zakat.org/what_we_do/program/udhiya_qurbani/
http://www.zakat.org/what_we_do/program/udhiya_qurbani/
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In an economy that has been in financial 
turmoil, adults must equip themselves 
with priceless assets that will pave the 
way for success and security. The only 
asset that cannot be taken away in today’s 
society is education. 

As a response to the need for low-cost, 
quality adult education, Zakat Foundation 
of America (ZF) has launched its flagship 
school: School of Unity for Scholastic 
Advancement (SUSA). The current 
unemployment rate, scarcity of work, and 
overall dire condition of the market drives 
our need to offer such a school that aims 
to provide educational opportunities to 
low income students, who cannot afford 
the expenses associated with traditional 
educational programs.

SUSA is currently offering free 
educational programs including:  
career skills and vocational training, 
English Language Learner Courses, 
Citizenship Studies, and GED training. 
SUSA will gradually expand the courses it 
offers to include courses such as Drafting, 
Information Technology, Digital Art & 
Design, Website Design & Development, 
and even Healthcare. 

Another goal is to accommodate students 
who face additional obstacles by offering 
internet-based courses, and even training 
for careers suitable for mothers working 
from home. Overall, ZF’s SUSA Institute 
is focused on empowering and equipping 
those in our community who face barriers 
for employment due to limited income, 
education, and English language skills. 
Over 175 students have been served so far.

A New Hope in Education:  
SUSA Institute

Education is the key to a better life and 
a brighter future. Zakat Foundation of 
America (ZF) is empowering communities 
throughout the world by creating 
schools and programs that will revitalize 
educational programs and facilities.

ZF’s Computer Institute in India, 
and School Rehabilitation and 
Reconstruction Program in Afghanistan 
are great examples of what ZF’s “key” to 
empowerment can provide.

The Computer Institute, opened this 
summer by ZF in Hubli, India is already 

showing a prodigious devotion to the 
underprivileged students in that 

area, who have just completed 
their first quarter of classes. 

The Computer Institute 
provides vocational and 
technological training to 
the poor in that community, 

in order to enlighten and 
equip them to succeed.

In Afghanistan, ZF addresses educational 
infrastructure issues through its School 
Rehabilitation and Reconstruction 
Program, since many dilapidated school 
buildings have fallen into disuse. Two 
school renovations, an elementary school 
and a high school, were made successfully 
through this program, and were both 
located in the remote northeastern 
Bahark district, which is one of the least 
developed districts within Afghanistan.

The renovation of these two schools, ZF’s 
housing assistance and small stipends 
to 220 poor college students at six 
Afghani universities, are evidence of ZF’s 
unwavering commitment to building a 
better education system in Afghanistan.

Enriching the Lives of the Youth
EDUCATION

Bangladesh–Student at ZF 
sponsored, informal school

United States–SUSA Institute, ELL class

“There are three types of people in the 
world: those people who make things 
happen, those who watch things 
happen and those who sit around 
and wonder what happened. Zakat 
Foundation of America is working 
with the women of North Karnatka 
to make things happen.” 
 —Brother Habeeb, an educational trainer and        
entrepreneur in India who has visited ZF’s programs

■■ Supported 220 university students and renovated  
three schools serving 10,000 students in Afghanistan

■■ Supported 720 students at Rumi International  
School, Pakistan

■■ Supported 230 students at Fuxing School, China

■■ Supported training and education of 175 students at SUSA 
Institute, US

■■ Distributed school supplies & backpack to tens of 
thousands of students worldwide

Quick Facts

EDUCATION

http://www.zakat.org
http://www.zakat.org/news_and_multimedia/campaign_news/usa/a_new_hope_in_education_susa_empowering_lives/
http://www.zakat.org/news_and_multimedia/campaign_news/usa/a_new_hope_in_education_susa_empowering_lives/
http://www.zakat.org/news_and_multimedia/campaign_news/india/opening_doors_for_poor_in_india/
http://www.zakat.org/where_we_work/campaign/afghanistan/in_afghanistan_we_must_help_build_the_future/
http://www.zakat.org/where_we_work/campaign/afghanistan/in_afghanistan_we_must_help_build_the_future/
http://www.zakat.org/what_we_do/program/education_and_skill_training/
http://www.zakat.org/what_we_do/program/education_and_skill_training/
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■■ Five wells built in drought-
stricken East Africa in 2010

■■ 10,000 people and their animals 
benefit from these ZF wells

■■ Wells provide clean water reducing 
the spread of water born illness 
from contaminated water sources

Quick Facts

Access to safe, clean water is a persistent 
problem around the globe. In East Africa, 
where drought has affected the lives of 
millions, Zakat Foundation of America 
(ZF) donors consistently supported the 
building of wells in needy communities. 
From mid 2009 through 2010, ZF built 
five wells in drought-stricken Somalia 
and Ethiopia. 

Torn apart by war, Somalia has 
experienced its worst drought in a 
decade in mid 2009, placing 3.2 million 
Somalis in dire need of food and water. 
In neighboring Ethiopia, an estimated 
three-quarters of its population did 
not have easy access to clean drinking 
water. As a result many people became ill 
with life-threatening diseases like acute 
diarrhea and cholera.

One well that was placed in a village 
in the Somaliland region, provides 
quality drinking water to more than 400 
families, greatly benefitting as many as 
2,500 people and their livestock. Another 
well was built in Barbare District, 
Ethiopia where it is now providing easily 
accessible and fresh water to a pastoralist 
community. This well benefits at least 
200 households, an estimated 1,500 
people and their animals by saving them 
from walking miles to gather water from 
contaminated sources. 

FOOD AND WATER

Alleviating Water  
Scarcity in Africa

Shatkhira, Bangladesh 
–Women in cyclone hit
area getting water from 
a ZF constructed well

The 40-foot container was received in 
Ghana by Zakat Foundation’s (ZF) Ghana 
Country Director Mr. Salia Alhassan, who 
is also a medical professional working at 
a teaching hospital in the city of Kumasi. 
Alhassan was able to assess the urgent 
needs of the hospitals, schools, and civic 
organizations in the area to ensure a 
distribution of the goods that would 
bring the greatest benefit to those in the 
Kumasi area. 

The recipients of the medical equipment 
and computer supplies expressed sincere 
thanks and appreciation to ZF. The 
computers were given to needy schools 
in the area and to the Bole District Police 
station, who explained that having 
satisfactory office equipment had been 
an obstacle to their data collecting and 
general police work. 

The Korle-Bu Teaching Hospital in the 
capital city of Accra, Ghana thanked 
ZF on behalf of their cherished 
patients for the donations made to 
their Radiotherapy, Cardiology and 
Neurosurgery departments. 

The St. John of God Hospital at Duayaw 
Nkwanta in the Brong Ahafo Region, the 
Bole District Hospital, and the Komfo 
Anokye Teaching Hospital in Kumasi also 
expressed gratitude for ZF’s donations.

ZF believes that promoting quality 
healthcare for the people of Ghana and 
around the world must be a priority for  
all to address. 

1.5M Dollars Worth of Medical 
Supplies & Equipment for Ghana

HEALTHCARE

“We are grateful for the support of Zakat 
Foundation and their generous donors. 
We assure you that we will care for the 
medical equipment to make them last.”
 —Professor Ohene Adjei, Chief Executive of Konfo  
Anokye Teaching Hospital

Kumasi, Kenya–Salia Alhassan, ZF Ghana 
Director unloading donated medical equipment 

http://www.zakat.org
http://www.zakat.org/what_we_do/program/food_and_water/
http://www.zakat.org/where_we_work/campaign/ethiopia/water_is_only_6_miles_away/
http://www.zakat.org/where_we_work/campaign/ethiopia/water_is_only_6_miles_away/
http://www.zakat.org/where_we_work/country/ghana/
http://www.zakat.org/what_we_do/program/healthcare_and_nutrition/
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Quick Facts
■■ Approximately 800 orphaned 

children around the world are 
receiving critical support that 
provides basic necessities

■■ 255 new orphaned children 
added to our program this year

■■ Four orphans in Ghana 
completed memorization 
of the Quran and are 
furthering their studies

Conflicts and intermittent natural 
disasters have ravaged many parts of the 

world, creating a desperate 
future for children who are 
orphaned in their wake. When 
left on their own, orphaned 
children often turn to begging 
and scavenging to stay alive. 
They become extremely 
vulnerable to multiple 
types of exploitation and 
human-trafficking schemes. 

Zakat Foundation of America 
(ZF) has been supporting 
orphaned children for many 
years and is committed to 
helping these children 
build better lives. 

Currently, ZF donors sponsor 
eight-hundred needy orphans                           

 in Palestine, Ghana, Morocco,            
   Sri Lanka, Lebanon, Turkey 

and Bangladesh. Through 
our Orphan Sponsorship 
Program, ZF donors provide 
funds to cover the costs of 
food, clothing, and school 

fees for orphaned children. The 
children that ZF assists either live with 
their guardians or in orphanages. 
ZF manages its own orphanage in 

Bangladesh and provides education to 
orphans and needy children through 
many educational programs including 
the Fuxing School in Gansu, China. 

As the most vulnerable members of 
society, orphaned children are in dire 
need of consistent and comprehensive 
care and support. This support is 
offered through ZF’s Orphan & 
Orphanage Sponsorship Program, 
which is designed to provide orphaned 
children with hope, love and better 
prospects for a bright future.

Making a Difference  
One Orphan at a Time 

ORPHAN & ORPHANAGE SPONSORSHIP 

“When I visited the orphans they 
were smiling, happy and dressed 
in clean clothing. They were at ease. 
To me, this indicated that they are 
well treated. I inquired about them 
and was informed that they lived 
in the orphanage run by Zakat 
Foundation of America. I saw their 
living quarters —[which were] 
simple, yet clean and tidy.” 
 —ZF donor who requests to remain anonymous,
visited ZF’s Orphan Center in Dhaka ,Bangladesh

Year after year, Zakat Foundation 
of America (ZF) has successfully 
accomplished its goal of providing secure 
and stable places of worship for Muslim 
communities around the world. In the 
past year, ZF built mosques in the West 
African countries of The Gambia, Senegal 
and Sierra Leone in response to local 
community requests.

In Sierra Leone, where Muslims are the 
majority of the population, the lack of 
available resources and social restrictions 
made it difficult for the people of the

Salina Songo village to establish a mosque 
in their community. Yet, the generosity of 
ZF donors allowed for the building of the 
Dr. Wafaa Suwari Mosque in the summer 
of 2009, in order to relieve the exhaustion 
of the villagers. 

ZF continued this blessed initiative 
during the summer of 2010, with 
the construction of a mosque for a 
community that was in dire need in the 
western Brikama region of The Gambia. 
The Gambia is the smallest country on 
the continent of Africa with a population 
that is ninety-percent Muslim. 

Before ZF’s construction of the new 
mosque in the village of Kembojai, 
villagers would congregate in a mud brick 
structure that would become soaking 
wet, muddy, and unusable during the 
rainy season, leaving the community 
without a regular place of worship. Now 
the villagers have a safe and dry haven to 
worship and praise Allah (swt) in peace.

Building a Safe Haven for Worship
SADAQA JARIYAH (PERPETUAL CHARITY)

Kembojai Village, Gambia–
Ar-Rahman mosque

“They appreciated the mere fact that I was bringing 
them something that they have always dreamt of, 
and the fact that it was brought in by myself and 
donated by somebody else who may never have 
the chance to meet them face to face.” 
 —Dr. Mohamed Abdo, ZF Representative

Quick Facts

In the 2010 fiscal year ZF built 
a total of four mosques:

■■ Two in Senegal

■■ One in Gambia

■■ One in Sierra Leone

Pakistan–ZF sponsored orphan

http://www.zakat.org
http://www.zakat.org/what_we_do/orphan_and_orphanage_sponsorship/
http://www.zakat.org/what_we_do/development_and_sadaqa_jariyah/
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2010 FUND ALLOCATION

51.7% Health Care 

13.7% Emergency Aid

9.9% Seasonal Programs

3.5% Program Support

7.6% Orphan Sponsorship

2.4% Sadaqa Jariyah

11.3% Education

Bangladesh–Women in cyclone 
hit area getting water from a 
ZF constructed well

Dr. Muhammad Abdo was 
a true humanitarian. His 
immense compassion and 
dedication to the Muslim 
Ummah and to humanity at 
large was like an ocean. His 
generosity and pure heart for 
the people he has touched will 
never be forgotten. In April 
2010, Muhammad passed away 

unexpectedly from a tragic car accident; 
may Allah’s (swt) mercy be upon him. 

If it were not for his humanitarian service 
with Zakat Foundation of America (ZF), 
many of our donors would have never 
heard of Muhammad. Muhammad served 
ZF in multiple capacities, most recently as 
ZF’s Africa Programs Evaluator.

Muhammad went to Indonesia during 
the Tsunami and was in Pakistan during 
the devastating earthquake of 2005. He 
traveled to supervise ZF projects in The 
Gambia, Ghana, Kenya, Niger, Senegal, 
Sierra Leona, Malawi, Turkey and 
Zambia. Just seven days before his death 
he had been in Kenya visiting a shelter 
and a sewing center that ZF supports to 
help Somali refugee girls in Nairobi. In 
honor of Dr. Muhammad Abdo, ZF will 
continue his selfless and inspirational 
work, insha’Allah.

“Inna Lillahi wa Inna Ilayhi Rajiun.” – 
From God we are, and unto Him, we  
shall return”. We ask Allah (swt), our 
Lord, to accept him into His paradise  
and to shower him with blessings.

In Remembrance: 

Dr. Muhammad Abdo

“Zakat Foundation, with its 
outstanding performance 
serving our community here as 
well as overseas, deserves our 
respect and recognition. We are 
delighted to bestow upon Zakat 
Foundation and its Executive 
Director our Annual Service 
Recognition Award for 2009.” 
 —Oussama Jammal, CEO of Fine Media  
Group (FMG) & Community Leader

Western Africa–Dr. Abdo 
representing ZF at mosque 
grand opening & with a 
beneficiary family

http://www.zakat.org
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AUDITOR LETTER
STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES 

FOR THE YEAR ENDED JUNE 30, 2010

http://www.zakat.org
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■■ Afghanistan

■■ Albania

■■ Azerbaijan 

■■ Bangladesh

■■ Bosnia

■■ Brazil

■■ Burkina Faso

■■ Chad

■■ Chechnya

■■ China

■■ Darfur

■■ Dominican Republic

■■ Egypt

■■ Ethiopia

■■ Gambia

■■ Ghana

■■ Haiti

■■ India

■■ Indonesia

■■ Iraq

■■ Jordan

■■ Kashmir

■■ Kenya

■■ Kosovo

■■ Lebanon

■■ Macedonia

■■ Malawi

■■ Mali

■■ Mauritania

■■ Niger

■■ Pakistan

■■ Palestine

■■ Philippines

■■ Senegal

■■ Sierra Leone

■■ Somalia

■■ Sri Lanka

■■ Sudan

■■ Syria

■■ Tajikistan

■■ Thailand (Pattani)

■■ Turkey

■■ United States

■■ Yemen

272010 Annual Report

CHARITY NAVIGATOR COUNTRIES THAT RECEIVED AID IN 2010

26 www.zakat.org

http://www.zakat.org
http://www.zakat.org/where_we_work/country/afghanistan/
http://www.zakat.org/where_we_work/country/albania/
http://www.zakat.org/where_we_work/country/ghana/
http://www.zakat.org/where_we_work/country/macedonia/
http://www.zakat.org/where_we_work/country/senegal/
http://www.zakat.org/where_we_work/country/sierra_leone/
http://www.zakat.org/where_we_work/country/somalia/
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