
2008 annual report
Fostering Charitable Giving for Those in Need



With the Help of Allah, and the generous support of our donors and volunteers, Zakat 
Foundation has been able to provide consistent relief and development efforts to those 
who need it most. By keeping operating and fundraising costs low, we have been able to 
direct more than 85% of our spending to program activities every year since 2005. 

Total Funds Raised: $2,052,038
87 cents of every dollar you give goes directly to our programs.

2008 Fiscal YeaR Financial sTaTemenT

2% FUNDRAISING
5% MANAGEMENT
6% EMERGENCY RELIEF FUND
87% PROGRAMS 

Zakat Foundation of America is an international charity that helps generous and caring 
people reach out to those in need. Our goal is to feed, clothe, and alleviate the suffering of 
the poorest people worldwide with the Zakat and Sadaqah dollars of privileged Muslims 
and the support of all generous donors. 

We believe that those whom God has granted wealth need to cleanse that wealth through 
charity, and those whom God has tried with loss are accorded a rightful share from the 
resources of the affluent.

mission
 
Zakat Foundation fosters charitable giving to alleviate the immediate needs of poor  
communities and to establish long-term development projects that ensure individual  
and community growth.

Zakat Foundation accomplishes its mission by:
 
>  Bringing immediate relief during and after disasters, building and/or supporting 

schools, orphanages, health clinics, development efforts, and micro-credit, providing 
Ramadan Iftars and food distribution, and providing fresh meat for Udhiya/Qurbani 
and Aqeeqah through the support of community-based initiatives;

>  Serving as a trusted Zakat and Sadaqah resource center for our Muslim donors;

>  Serving as a trusted charity option for all donors through financial transparency and 
strict standards of efficiency and accountability;

>  Minimizing expenses by maintaining a small administrative staff;

>  Maximizing donations through the establishment of strategic partnerships.

abouT us
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Dear Brothers, Sisters, and Friends,
Assalamu alaykum, Peace and Blessings be upon you.

By the Grace of Allah and the generous support of our donors, Zakat Foundation has  
completed a very successful fiscal year. Our commitment to our mission continues, our 
work and services constantly improve, and we have increased our reach to benefit more 
needy, poor, and destitute. Zakat Foundation’s logo has become an increasingly familiar 
image worldwide, and at home.

Our seasonal programs, such as Ramadan and Udhiya, have expanded to more countries 
and we continue to add orphans to our sponsorship program. During 2008, we have been 
increasingly active in the United States on many levels. The Zakat Foundation was one of 
the few organizations that extended its hand to the victims of the flood that devastated 
the Midwest. The people of Cedar Rapids, Iowa—Muslims and non-Muslims alike— 
benefited from our services. We are grateful to our friends in Cedar Rapids, without  
their support and volunteer work, we could not have reached so many needy people.

Beyond immediate emergency relief, we must enable men and women to change their 
social conditions once and for all. In order to achieve this, now is the time to turn our 
efforts towards long-term development projects that ensure individual and community 
growth such as skill training and micro-credit. 

This concept of development is the essence of Zakat in Islam. Scholars of Islam have 
agreed that a poor person with skills, or a trade, should receive adequate Zakat in order  
to acquire necessary tools or the like, in order to become self-sufficient. InshaAllah, as 
God wills, we are aiming towards strengthening and expanding such programs in 2009.

We cannot predict the future, but we pray to our Lord (swt) that 2009 will be a year of 
peace and calmness, free from natural and man-made disasters, so that the road will be 
cleared for great sustainable development programs to help build communities. 

Wassalam,

Khalil Demir, Executive Director
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conTenTs

For information about our organization or for questions about how you 
can support the efforts described in this annual report, please contact us:

Zakat Foundation of america 
P.O. Box 639, Worth, IL 60482 
708-233-0555 phone 
708-233-0339 fax 
866-499-6151 toll free 
info@zakat.org 
www.zakat.org

As a 501(c) (3) Non-Profit Organization, all of your donations are  
U.S. Tax Exempt. ID#: 36-4476244

> Cover photos: Bangladesh is prone to seasonal cyclones and floods that cause huge losses of life and 
property. The highly vulnerable and densely populated coastal area was ravaged by Cyclone Sidr in 2007, 
causing extensive damage to homes, crops, and livelihoods. Zakat Foundation distributed emergency 
disaster kits, provided temporary shelter and a mobile clinic.
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When Cyclone Sidr ravaged the coastal region of 
Bangladesh in November 2007, it left in its wake as 
many as 10,000 dead and tens of thousands without 
food, water and shelter.  From our regional office in 
Dhaka, Zakat Foundation was able to quickly mobilize 
to provide $50,000 for food, medical care and temporary 

shelter within hours of the storm.  In the months to follow, Zakat Foundation volunteers 
remained in the coastal regions to continue humanitarian aid, and to establish a mobile 
clinic to visit victims with no access to healthcare.

Emergency Relief quickly mobilized after  
Bangladesh Cyclone

“We were able to reach people quickly because of our position. Once we heard about the storm, our 
Zakat Foundation office became the headquarters of mobilizing aid distribution. Thank God, we are 
still reaching the most severely affected areas that are difficult to get to and sometimes forgotten.”  

—Nahid Sultana, Regional Manager, Bangladesh Office

emeRgencY RelieF
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Zakat Foundation manages the College of Management 
and Technology in Saintha Maruthu, in the Eastern 
Province of Sri Lanka. In Sri Lanka, communities have 
been struggling to rebuild after the devastating natural 
and man-made disasters within the last few years. The 
College of Management and Technology allows for adults 

to obtain skills in order to secure stable employment. Since its establishment, 478 people 
have enrolled in the degree program, more than 50% of them women.

Skills for Self-Sufficiency in Sri Lanka

The Zakat Foundation is dedicated to continuous food and medical relief to the people of 
Gaza. Since the enforcement of the economic blockade on the Strip, Zakat Foundation has 
delivered food packages and medical equipment that benefited more than 10,000 suffer-
ing families. The blockade imposed on the Gaza Strip has caused a substantial amount of 
suffering for the Gazan people. The Gaza border has been closed since June 2007, block-
ing trade, mobility, and some humanitarian aid.

Feeding the Men, Women and Children  
of Blockaded Gaza Strip

FacTs abouT gaZa
(United Nations Office for the Coordination of 
Humanitarian Affairs)

>  70% of families living in Gaza live on $3 or 
less per day.

>  80% of the water supplied in Gaza does not 
meet the World Health Organization  
standards for drinking.

>  70% of agricultural land in Gaza is no  
longer being irrigated.

>  More than one third of the people suffering 
from illnesses that need special treatment  
are denied exit from Gaza.

emeRgencY RelieF deVeloPmenT/sadaQa JaRiYah
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It is estimated that two million people in Sudan suffer 
from vision complications related to cataracts. During 
Zakat Foundation’s week long “Cataract Camp Project,” 
more than 5,000 cataract sufferers received medical care 
and 200 of the most severely affected patients underwent 
successful cataract operations to correct their vision.  

The Zakat Foundation has also sponsored the remodeling of the Abdel Radeel Almas  
Eye Hospital in Khartoum that has seen the care of 33,000 cataract sufferers.

Regaining Sight in Sudan

“I am a farmer, so I missed the earth. I love that 
I am able to see the earth and things that are 
growing. Most importantly, I am happy that I 
can see the faces of my children.”  

—Mustafa Idris, recipient of cataract operation

> Due to the lack of preventative health care 
cataracts are the leading cause of blindness in 
Sudan. Blindness disproportionately affects the 
socio-economically disadvantaged worldwide.

healThcaRe

For the children who struggle in the wake of war and natural disasters, school provides 
much needed hope and a sense of normality. During the summer months before the start 
of the school year, Zakat Foundation handed out backpacks, school supplies, and school 
uniforms to more than 5,000 children in the Gaza Strip, Bangladesh, Ghana and the 
United States.

Granting the Gift of Education 

> Children at Zakat Foundation’s Emergency Flood 
Relief Dinner in Cedar Rapids, Iowa, were surprised 
with new colorful backpacks filled with school 
supplies as they prepare to return to school.

backPack PRogRam

“We were able to to disseminate book bags filled 
with loads of school supplies to 280 school 
aged children at our Back to School Health Fair. 
This years’ event was an enormous success and 
for your support we graciously thank you.”  
 —Cullete Nichols, Deputy Chief, Circuit Court of Cook Country (August, 2007)
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During the 2007 Ramadan season, donors were able to provide hot, nutritious Iftar-din-
ners, food packages and Eid gifts for more than 103,000 needy men, women and children 
in 20 different counties. This season was particularly successful because ZF has expanded 
its Ramadan Program to more countries, including Burkina Faso, Mali and Mauritania.

More than 100,000 Poor and Hungry  
Fed During Ramadan

seasonal PRogRams

2008 Fiscal Year (July 1, 2007 to June 30, 2008) covers Ramadan of 2007
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During the days of Eid ul-Adha 2007, Zakat Foundation donors and supporters were able 
to provide fresh, wholesome meat to more than 46,000 families in the world’s poorest 
communities.

Tens of Thousands of Families Enjoy  
Fresh Meat on Eid ul-Adha

2008 Fiscal Year (July 1, 2007 to June 30, 2008) covers Udhiya/Qurbani of 2007

seasonal PRogRams
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Zakat Foundation supports individual orphans as well as the  orphanages so that the 
donors’ contribution can ensure that more orphans receive a good education, ample 
healthcare, and comfortable living spaces. This year, Zakat Foundation expanded its 
Orphan Sponsorship Program to benefit more children in Bangladesh, Ghana, Lebanon, 
Pakistan and Palestine.

Providing Care and Compassion  
to More Orphans 

oRPhan/oRPhanage sPonsoRshiP

Alia’s life was turned upside down when she lost her father to the Pakistan Earthquake in 
2005. Her mother, struggling to feed, clothe, and shelter Alia and her four siblings, found 
comfort in the MSAL school and orphanage sponsored by Zakat Foundation. Alia and her 
siblings receive complete healthcare and go to school free of charge. Her mother can work 
to rebuild the family knowing that her children are receiving adequate care. 

Aqeeqah (aqiqa) is the slaughtering of animals for the sake of Allah (SWT). This is an act 
of thanks giving for a newborn child or children. The tradition was established by the 
Prophet (PBUH). Zakat Foundation offers this program in every country where we have 
previously performed Udhiya. Meats are distributed to the needy and poor on your behalf.

aQeeQah
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2008 Fiscal YeaR PRogRam Fund allocaTion audiToR leTTeR

35% DEVELOPMENT/SADAQA JARIYAH
4% PROGRAM SUPPORT
1% HEALTH CARE
6% EMERGENCY RELIEF
9% EDUCATION
11% ORPHAN SPONSORSHIP
34% SEASONAL PROGRAMS   

> Cyclone Sidr flooding, Bangladesh, 2007.
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TesTimonialssTaTemenT oF acTiViTies FoR The YeaR ended June 30, 2008

“The Ministry of Education of Afghanistan welcomes representatives of the Zakat Founda-
tion of America regarding their repair and building schools and providing school supplies 
for children of Afghanistan. The Consulate General of Afghanistan in New York avails it-
self of this opportunity to express gratitude to the Zakat Foundation of America. Further 
more we value your participation in rebuilding education in Afghanistan.”
 —Mohammad Sadiq Daudzai, Consul General, Consulate General of Islamic Republic  
      of Afghanistan in New York (April, 2007)

“I read on your website that one meaning of Zakat is growth. This meaning is significant 
because the donation from Zakat Foundation will help us grow the library’s resources to 
provide lifelong learning opportunities for our citizens.”
 —Nicki Seidl, Director, Evergreen Park Library (August, 2007)

“Your generosity of heart is truly a sign of your commitment to Islamic education and to 
Aqsa School is particular. It is only through the support of benefactors like yourself that 
we are able to pursue our mission.”
 —Dr. Mahmoud Ismail, Board of Trustees, Aqsa School (September, 2007)

“Zakat Foundation’s generosity reached across religious and culture boundaries as nearly 
one quarter of those who received aid in one form or another were non-Muslims, includ-
ing Latinos, Native Americans, and African Americans. Sadly during this devastating 
event the minorities and immigrants have been under served, a condition that has been 
eased by ZF’s kind actions to this financially fragile population. Zakat Foundation’s staff 
are kind, professional and exceedingly humble. I am proud to have taken even a small part 
in this vital work with the Islamic Center of Cedar Rapids, and Zakat Foundation in the 
hosting of this event toward flood recovery in Cedar Rapids, and Eastern Iowa. May Allah 
reward you and your efforts.”
  —Miriam Amer, Commissioner & Chair, Cedar Rapids Civil Rights Commission (July, 2008) 

“On behalf of UNESCO, I would like to thank you and your attention to the UNESCO’s 
project The Different Aspects of Islamic Culture and also the generosity of your director 
toward this project.”
 —Mehrdad Shabahang, Division of Cultural Policies and  Intercultural Dialogue (July, 2008)
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INDONESIA

BURKINA FASO

UNITED STATES

THAILAND

URUGUAY

SURINAM

PHILIPPINES

MACEDONIA

KASHMIR

ALBANIA

MAURITANIA MALI

GHANA ETHIOPIA

EGYPT

SYRIA
TURKEY

IRAQ IRAN

GEORGIA
CHECHNYA

AFGHANISTAN

PAKISTAN

INDIA

SRI LANKA

BANGLADESH
MYANMAR

CHINALEBANON
PALESTINE

KOSOVO

SOMALIA

NIGER

BRAZIL

SUDAN

counTRies ReceiVing aid FRom JulY 1, 2007 To June 30, 2008

www.zakat.org22 232008 Annual Report



P.
O.

 B
ox

 6
39

, 
W

or
th

, 
IL

 6
04

82
  
w

w
w

.z
ak

at
.o

rg

Pr
sr

t.
 F

ir
st

 C
la

ss
U

.S
. 
Po

st
ag

e
P

A
ID

Di
ve

rs
ifi

ed
 D

ire
ct

 


