
VOLUNTEER TOOLKIT

About this Toolkit
Nearly half a million people had their homes 
damaged in the 2014 conflict in Gaza. ZF has 
partnered with the United Nations to reconstruct 
homes for 500 families living in Gaza. Today, YOU 
have the chance to help build a home by holding 
your own creative fundraiser.

Who should use this ZF Volunteer Toolkit?  
This kit is for you if any one of the following applies:

•   You are a teacher or principal looking for a 
meaningful service-learning opportunity for your 
students. 

•   You are a school club or youth group that is 
looking to do a service project and make a 
di�erence in the world.

•   You are a parent who is looking for a way to get 
your children and family involved in serving 
humanity.

•   You are an individual who would like to help 
relieve the su�ering of others.
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Video 

This brief video describes the problem and what ZF is 
doing to help. You may use this to motivate and educate 
your audience around the issue. To see the video, use the 

URL: http://tiny.cc/rebuildgazavideo

Presentation
This is an engaging online presentation that can have a 
staggering impact on people. Use it to inform your group 
and to inspire your potential donors. Many volunteers 
choose to show this presentation at their fundraising 
events and use it as a springboard for discussion.

URL: http://tiny.cc/rebuildgazaprezi

Infographic
This single sheet has a few strong statistics that 
demonstrate the gravity of the crisis. Make copies, hand 
them out, post online, and use it to spread awareness. 

Workshop
The interactive workshops in this kit are for teachers to use 
with students, or student leaders to use with their peers, 

hands-on demonstration of human crisis, and help to 
personally connect students with the cause.  

5 Step Fundraising Guide
If you are new to organizing events, this 5 step guide 
will serve as a helpful checklist. Our Outreach mentors 
will also consistently check in with you and are 
available to guide you along the way.  

Poster/Flier

planned event. Just plug in your details in the blank 
spaces and then post it and distribute it for people to 
see. Consider distributing around campus, local 
places of worship, businesses, social media outlets, 
etc.

Volunteer T-shirts
ZF will provide t-shirts, free of cost, for each of your 
volunteers to wear during your service activities. The 
t-shirts are theirs to keep.  Email 
GetInvolved@zakat.org to request an online order 
form. The t-shirts are a great way to spread awareness 
at school and in your community. 

Each of these items is optional for you to use as it suits 
your situation. The kit is not meant to limit you, rather, it 
is to support you. A ZF outreach mentor will remain in 
contact with you throughout your participation.You may 
also contact us at 1-888-925-2887 and ask to speak 
with an Outreach Representative.

The Leader in Empowering Lives Through Zakat
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What will you find in this Toolkit?
Whether you’re an experienced organizer, or just getting started, this kit has a few items that 

URL: https://youtu.be/GTGm96kGDQc

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N8uXMXgb2nM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GTGm96kGDQc&feature=youtu.be
https://prezi.com/cjpxpfuvlkbi/rebuild-gaza/


REBUILD 
18,000+ Homes Destroyed
108,000+ People Left Homeless
450,000+ Without Municipal Water

Ahmed Mustaghfar’s family was preparing the suhoor meal in the early morning hours when missiles 
began dropping on his neighborhood in Gaza.

“After hearing the sound of the missile, we carried our kids and ran away to the streets looking for a safe 
place,” he says. “We had to evacuate the place for a whole day, and when we returned we were terrified 
to see that the house beside our house fell on our house, demolishing it ... Everything was destroyed.”

Ahmed’s family is only one of thousands in Gaza who have lost their homes to violence. In response to 
the widespread damage, Zakat Foundation of America (ZF) launched the Rebuild Gaza campaign, a 
multi-phase project to repair or rebuild destroyed homes in the besieged Strip. ZF is partnering with 
the United Nations Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA) to impact at least 500 families within the first 
phase.Thus far, ZF’s generous donors have supported nearly 300 families with this project. 

The Leader in Empowering Lives Through Zakat
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The 2014 assault on Gaza left thousands of people helpless and 
homeless. In response, Zakat Foundation Of America (ZF) is partnering 
with the United Nations Relief And Works Agency (UNRWA) to rebuild 
Gaza home by home with the goal of reaching 500 families.

Source: United Nations

450,000+ 
PEOPLE UNABLE TO 
ACCESS MUNICIPAL 

WATER

108,000+ 
PEOPLE LEFT 
HOMELESS

18,000+  
HOMES DESTROYED 

OR DAMAGED

REBUILD 



The Leader in Empowering Lives Through Zakat

1.888.ZAKAT.US | ZAKAT.ORG  | 

F O R  M O R E  I N F O R M A T I O N  A B O U T  O U R  P A R T N E R S  V I S I T  Z A K A T. O R G

VOLUNTEER TOOLKIT

REBUILD GAZA:            

WORKSHOP
Introduction: War has detrimental effects on people. Gaza is a region that 
measures 121 square miles and has 1.8 million people living in it; the 
highest population density of any region in the world. Gaza has suffered 
from persistent attacks and bombardments, electrical outages, water 
cut-offs, and a blockade, all of which have made life all but livable. Another 
emerging issue in Gaza is that of homelessness, as there are an estimated 
110,000 homeless people and 18,000 homes that have been either 
completely destroyed or severely damaged as a result of brutal attacks in 
recent years. This activity offers students a taste of what it means to be 
homeless in Gaza.

Activity: Simulation of a sudden attack in Gaza 
(You may adjust the activity as needed to suit different ages.)     

Materials: (All of these materials are simply suggestions. You may choose any other typical household items. The point 
is to simulate what essentials a person might gather from their home in an emergency situation with limited time.)

•  Hairbrush 
•  Blanket
•  Jacket
•  Winter hat
•  Shoes
•  Cell phone
•  Cell phone charger
•  Water bottles
•  Food
•  Wallet
•  Money
•  Identification Card
•  Medication

• Toys
• Toiletries
• Toothpaste
• Toothbrushes
• Soap
• Shampoo
• Family photos
• Car keys
• Babies/kids (use dolls)
• Diapers
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Procedure:
1.   Set up the room such that the materials (listed above) are scattered throughout the classroom.  

2.   Divide the participants into different groups of families. The following are some examples:
      Family/Group 1: Elderly couple, living with two young grandchildren.
      Family/Group 2: Young married couple, 8 months pregnant, with one toddler and an elderly parent.
      Family/Group 3: Mother, father, and 5 children ranging between 6 months -18 years.

3.   Begin by introducing the problem of homelessness in Gaza. To do this, you may review the infographic 
and the video provided in the volunteer-toolkit.

4.   Using a slow and serene tone, tell the students to close their eyes and imagine that they are living in 
Gaza, Palestine, enjoying breakfast with the family on their home balcony, in the fresh morning breeze.  
Dipping warm homemade pita bread into a table spread of hummus, jibna (cheese), falafel… .  Sipping 
a hot cup of mint flavored tea. Surrounded by olive and fig trees in the yard that were planted several 
generations ago by your great great grandparents….

 
5.    Abruptly interrupt the students by playing a very loud, jarring noise (to simulate the sound of demolition 

and bombs dropping) and by flicking the lights on and off repeatedly.  In a   rushed and panicked tone 
tell one person from each “family” that he/she has 5 seconds to grab what they need from their 
“home”.  

 Alternatively, if step 4 is not effective for your audience, you may choose to skip it and make the abrupt 
interruption during step 2 instead.

6.   Once the 5 seconds are up, gather the class together in their groups to review what they were able to 
gather from their homes. Emphasize to them that the items they have gathered, plus the clothes on 
their backs, are all the material possessions they have for the foreseeable future, now that their home 
has been destroyed.

7.   Lead an interactive discussion with the students using the discussion questions below as a guide.

Discussion Questions:
•    Which family/group grabbed the most beneficial items? Why?
•    Would you grab different items if you could do this again?
•    What are the most basic and important needs for someone in this situation?
•    If your family had children or elderly people, how were your needs different? 
•    For those who grabbed a cell phone, did you get a charger as well? 
•    Assuming the conflict has continued for months now (which conflicts often have), what will you do once 

you run out of essential toiletries, ex. toothpaste, deodorant, soap, etc?
•    If your resources are limited, would you be willing to share with another family?
•    What will you do once the conflict is over? Will you return to live in your half demolished home? If not, 

where will you live? 
•    If the children’s school was destroyed or turned into a shelter for other people who lost their homes, 

how will you ensure that your children continue their education?
•    How will this experience affect your future plans for career, education or building a family?
•    How will these future plans change If you were injured during the attack by a shrapnel that went into 

your leg?
•    How would you want want others to help you now that you are in this situation? 



Step 1: BRAINSTORM
•  Brainstorm an activity that will raise funds for your cause. Be sure it is realistic and agreed upon by your 

team. Here are some ideas: 5K walk, open mic night, speaker/performance centered event, sisters spa night, 
movie night, poetry night, basketball tournament, bake sales, interactive workshop, game night, family & friends 
dinner 

Step 2: ORGANIZE 
•  Set a date for your event. Make sure it does not conflict with other major events on campus or in your    

community.

•   Find and confirm an appropriate location for your activity. Will it be in the park, at school, or at someone’s 
house…? How will you set-up or decorate the place to promote your cause?

•  Decide on any speakers or performers you will be inviting (if applicable): Be sure to choose someone who 
will motivate people about your specific cause. 

•  Plan the logistics: This one totally depends on your activity. Here are some examples:
    Logistics needed for a basketball tournament will range from t-shirts, referees, a concession stand for selling 

popcorn, pizza, soda, etc. For bake-sales you’ll need to plan for lots of goodies. For a game night, you might 
arrange board games, video games, card games, snacks for sale, etc. You get the drift, right? 

    Make a task list and delegate jobs accordingly. Be sure everyone on the planning team has a job. If you need 
more helpers, recruit volunteers! 

     Make a list of items that you will need at the event – everything from table covers and clipboards to 
cords/adapters, LCD screen & projector, etc. Decide who will be responsible for bringing/locating each item.

•  Create an agenda with a start and end time. Allow time in the beginning for guests to trickle in and sign in. 
Account for prayer and bathroom breaks if needed. 

Step 3: COLLABORATE
•  Invite other clubs, schools or communities to organize the event with you. The more people you involve 

the bigger and more diverse your turnout will be, because others will promote the event within their networks 
too.

Step 4: INVITE
•  Promote your event broadly. Invite friends, family, colleagues, and the wider community. Use social media, 

email, texts, announcements at congregations and other gatherings, post in your school and community 
newsletters.

Step 5: EXECUTE & DOCUMENT
•  Execute the event!  Be sure to arrive early for set-up, and brief all your helpers on each of their responsibilities 

for the day (It is very important to assign specific responsibilities for the day of the event, this will ensure the 
smooth-running of your program.)

 
•  Take good quality photos and videos at your event, and collect testimonials. Share these on your social 

media accounts, and send them to ZF so that we may feature your efforts in our online and print publications. 

•  Evaluate your event. What went well? What areas need improvement? Take note so that you can do better 
next time.
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